


Welcome to Arizona
With its captivating desert landscape, booming business opportunities, and 

flourishing art community, Arizona is a prime location for a fresh start. This beautiful 

state stands out as a southwest oasis with its array of landscapes, including majestic 

mountain ranges, beautiful sunsets, and an assortment of diverse plant life. 



More than half of Arizona is comprised of mountains and plateaus, and the largest ponderosa pine forest in the country 
calls Arizona its home. There is something foreveryone here: world class resorts, remote hiking and backpacking 
trails, an assortment of high-quality restaurants, and family-friendly communities. The cactus, orange blossoms, 
and Palo Verde trees provide a unique backdrop for new adventures and experiences. Bordering on California, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Nevada, the Grand Canyon state encompasses a wide range of geographical, 
cultural, and political influences. Although Arizona was formerly a mining and cattle territory, this desert oasis is now 
a contemporary, industrial state with modern farms, large cities, and emerging technologies.

DESERT ORIGINS

Although historians debate the origination 
of the name “Arizona,” some argue that 
that the state was aptly named from the 
Native American word “Arizonac,” which 
translates to “place of the small spring.” It 
is the 48th contiguous state of the United 
States and was declared on February 14th, 
1912, thus earning the nickname, “The 
Nation’s Valentine.” Arizona history dates 
back to 1539 when Friar Marcos de Niza 
explored the state on his quest to find the 
mythical seven cities of gold. Missions 
were established in the 1690s, focused on 
introducing Christianity to the region. During 
its long, rich history, Arizona was once part 
of its southwest neighbor, New Mexico. 
After President Lincoln signed the Arizona 
Organic Act in February 1863, however, the 
United States Territory of Arizona was born. 
In the 1700s, prospectors flocked to Arizona 
to stake their claims on the state’s precious 
mining opportunities, which included an 
abundance of copper, lead, zinc, silver and 
gold. Mining continues to be a substantial 
player in Arizona’s economy today. When 
gold was discovered in California in 1849, 
Arizona’s Gila Trail became a main route to 
the west coast. This brought an influx of 
gold-seekers to Arizona who were unable 
to cope with the desert environment, and 
the Tohono O’odham Tribe assisted the 
prospectors in surviving the unfamiliar 
climate. Arizona’s bid to make history 
continued. In 1930, Clyde Tombaugh, an 
astronomer at the Lowell Observatory in 
Flagstaff, discovered the former planet Pluto 
after spending months photographing and 
reviewing the shift of objects in the night sky. 

Today, the Lowell Observatory is registered 
as a Historic Landmark and is open to the 
public for daily tours and nighttime telescope 
viewing. Arizona also boasts several major 
political players, including Sandra Day 
O’Conner. Although born in El Paso, Texas, 
O’Conner spent much of her childhood at 
her family’s ranch in Arizona and eventually 
served on the Arizona state senate, later 
becoming the first woman appointed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. O’Conner was also an 
avid law student and is the namesake for 
Arizona State University’s law school, the 
“Sandra Day O’Conner College of Law,” 
which is the only university law school 
named for a woman. O’Conner is not the 
only wellknown politician from Arizona, 
however. John McCain, Janet Napolitano, 
Barry Goldwater, and G. Gordon Liddy all 
hail from the Grand Canyon State.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Home to the Sonoran Desert, the 
Coconino Forest, and the Kaibab National 
Forest, Arizona offers a wide spectrum of 
landscapes and things to do. Residents 
can ski in Flagstaff, boat on Lake Powell, 
visit caverns in Benson, hike in Scottsdale, 
kayak on Tempe Town Lake, wine taste in 
Sonoita, and tour a mine in Bisbee. Arizona 
is rich in natural wonders such as the 
Petrified Forest, Monument Valley, Saguaro 
National Park, the Painted Desert, Sunset 
Crater, and Havasu Canyon. In fact, Arizona 
is home to the famous Havasupai Falls, a 
10-mile hike (one way) for those looking 
for a beautiful view of blue, pristine waters. 
Arizona’s wildlife population is another draw 
for new residents. A variety of species, 
such as coyotes, javelina, bob-cats, and 

roadrunners, can be found roaming the 
desert. The Grand Canyon State also boasts 
more national monuments than any other 
state, showcasing the Agua Fria, Canyon de 
Chelly, Casa Grande Ruins, and Chiricahua 
National Monuments.

SUNNY AND MILD

Temperatures range widely from North to 
South, but Arizona averages 299 sunny 
days per year. Arizona residents needn’t 
worry about changing their clocks backward 
or forward, as the state observes Mountain 
Standard Time year-round and does not 
participate in Daylight Saving Time. Arizona 
experiences a “monsoon season” once per 
year. Most of Arizona’s rain occurs in the 
summer months, but there is sometimes 
a short rainy season mid-winter. Summer 
monsoon storms are often precipitated by 
dust storms. Although unpleasant sounding, 
dust storms are generally harmless and 
visually stunning. The rainy seasons are 
vital to recharge the riparian areas like the 
Upper San Pedro River Basin. Surprisingly, 
Arizona has 3,928 summits and mountain 
peaks, which make it a great location for 
hiking, biking, and other outdoor sports. 
Moderate winters allow for an exceptionally 
long period of time residents can engage in 
alfresco activities. Golf is also quite popular 
in Arizona, and ample courses provide for a 
variety of playing options. Perhaps the best 
attributes of Arizona’s weather are the things 
it does not have: no humidity, no blizzards, 
no frozen windshields, and no tornados. 
Every morning of the year, residents are 
able to wake up and go with little thought to 
preparing for the weather.



DAYTIME EXPEDITIONS

Although Arizona covers 113,998 square miles 
(and is roughly the size of Italy), there are a 
multitude of day trip options. From Phoenix, 
you can easily visit the red rocks in Sedona, 
hike the Superstition Mountains, take in the 
vastness of the Grand Canyon, or enjoy 
kayaking at Watson Lake in Prescott. From 
Tucson, you can visit Tombstone (Arizona’s 
most famous ghost town), check out the art 
galleries in Bisbee, or take a guided hike of 
the Charleston Ruins. Drive the Apache Trail, 
and visit a ghost town, tour a mine, and take 
a nature cruise on the Dolly Steamboat. Stop 
in Tortilla Flat for lunch and prickly pear ice 
cream. Mesa is home to the ever-popular Salt 
River Tubing during the spring and summer 
months. Although Arizona is not considered 
wine country, it is home to a number of local 
vineyards. Have a glass of Zinfandel and 
relax on the patio at Alcantara Vineyards in 
Cottonwood, or stop by Pillsbury Wine in either 
Wilcox or Cottonwood for a tasty wine and 
chocolate pairing. Visit Caduceus Cellars and 
Merkin Vineyards in Jerome, owned by Tool 
front-man, Maynard James Keenan. See over 
3200 desert plants and 250 species of birds 
on a 1.5-mile trail at the Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum. Take the Verde Canyon Railroad 
to see beautiful landscapes in Central Arizona. 
Discover pine country in Payson, and see the 
Shoofly Indian Ruins or Rim Country Museum.

A STATE OF CELEBRITY

A number of celebrities hail from Arizona, 
including folk singer Michelle Branch, SNL 
comedian Aidy Bryant, musician Chester 
Bennington, actresses Emma Stone (La La 
Land) and Danielle Fishel (Boy Meets World), 
television star Lynda Carter, and music maven 
Stevie Nicks. Acclaimed architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright also lived in Arizona, and his influence 
is seen in real estate throughout the state. 
Taliesin West was built on 600 acres of Sonoran 
Desert and still houses an architectural studio 
and school. Taliesin West is open for tours to 
the public with a detailed account of Wright’s 
contribution to Arizona architecture. Another 
famous architect, Paolo Soleri, was a student 
of Frank Lloyd Wright’s at Taliesin West and 
went on to create Arcosanti, which is based 
on his concept of “arcology,” the combination 
of architecture and ecology. Best-selling 
author and first lady of householdhumor, Erma 
Bombeck made her home in Arizona until 
her passing in 1996. Olympic gold-medalist 
Michael Phelps also resides in Arizona, in 
the beautiful Paradise Valley. Pioneers of 
the old west era, Cochise, the Apache Kid, 
and Geronimo were all born in Arizona. The 
infamous Gunfight at the O.K. Corral took 
place in Tombstone, Arizona.

JEWELS IN THE DESERT

Arizona’s two largest cities, Phoenix and 
Tucson, each have their own charm. Phoenix 

is home to over 20 Native American tribes, 
communities, and nations. Public art 
reflects the history of the city, and it’s clear 
that Arizona’s historic roots haven’t been 
forgotten. Tucson lies an hour north of the 
Mexico border, and as expected, there is a 
strong Hispanic influence in this smaller but 
vibrant desert oasis. Metropolitan Phoenix 
is quickly becoming a foodie destination. 
Up-and-coming chefs are pleasing the 
palettes of Phoenicians in a wide array of 
culinary genres. A James Beard Award 
finalist two years in a row, Kevin Binkley 
has restaurants in Cave Creek, Carefree 
and Central Phoenix. Residents can enjoy 
inventive menus and cocktails at Lon’s at 
the Hermosa located in scenic Paradise 
Valley. James Beard winner chef-owner 
Chris Bianco offers three locations for 
diners to delight in his Italian-influenced 
fare. Metro Phoenix is also home to many 

family- owned restaurants featuring cuisine 
from El Salvador, Peru, India, Greece, Cuba, 
Germany, and Japan. Phoenix is also a mecca 
for public art. Because it is a relatively new city, 
urban developers understand the value of art in 
everyday places. Highways, overpasses, bus 
stops, and parks feature art work, sculptures, 
and historically-influenced design aesthetics. 
It adds beauty and effortlessly blends this fair 
city into its natural environment. The feel of 
“the old west” is more palpable in Tucson than 
anywhere else. Tucson is casual, regardless of 
the time of day or time of year, and is home 
to the University of Arizona Wildcats. Jeans 
and sandals are apropos almost anywhere. 
This city operatesat a slower pace than 
Phoenix and has a small-town feel. Residents 
can visit the San Xavier Mission, which is 
thought to be one of the finest examples of 
Spanish Colonial architecture in the United 
States. Tucson also offers the wonderfully 



unique but interesting Mini Time Machine of 
Miniatures Museum, where visitors can take 
a self-guided tour through an interactive 
experience. Experience Old Tucson Studios, 
a movie studio for countless Western movies 
and theme park for families to enjoy. Built in 
1938, it was revamped in 2011 with new sets, 
streets, and buildings. While it’s still a must-
see for any western diehard, it also features 
“living history” presentations that feature 
educational programs about Hispanic, 
Chinese, and Native American culture. 
Phoenix and its more than 20 surrounding 
communities are known as the “Valley of 
the Sun” – and that’s not surprising, given 
Arizona’s climate and its hot, rapid growth 
over the last several years. One of the 
leading regions of the Southwest during 
the real estate boom from 2003 to 2006, 
Phoenix and its neighboring communities 
have always benefited from an influx of 
relocating families, singles, and retirees and 
continue to do so today. In 2015, the Phoenix 
area added 88,000 new residents, raising 
the ranking to number four in the nation 
in the terms of population growth. Today, 
Arizona sits at the number eight spot, (as of 
January 2018). The U.S. Census Bureau has 
estimated that by 2030, the population of 
Phoenix will reach 2.2 million, with the metro 
area reaching about 6.3 million. Currently, 
the Phoenix metropolitan area boasts over 
4 million people and is home to the Arizona 
State University Sun Devils. The Phoenix-
Casa Grande-Tucson corridor is anticipated 
to be one of the fastest growing areas in the 
United States. Phoenix residents are not 
alone in recognizing the city’s appeal. The 
city has been praised by other organizations, 
including a receipt of the National 
Community Recycling Leadership Award 
from the Rechargeable Battery Recycling 
Corporation (RBRC), a nonprofit public 

service organization dedicated to recycling 
rechargeable batteries and cell phones. The 
city is a diverse and exciting combination of 
factors, from its status as Arizona’s capital city 
to the several major professional sports teams 
to its incredible scenery. The city is surrounded 
by mountains on all four sides, a geographical 
oasis that appeals to young singles, retirees, 
families, and everyone in between. It’s true 
that there really is something for everyone!

DEDICATION TO A LIVABLE CITY

Phoenix is dedicated to making – and keeping 
– the city a livable, safe area for its residents. 
For example, the City of Phoenix provides a 
School Safety program that is funded by a grant 
from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
and aims to increase the number of School 
Resource Officers in schools. This program is 
reflective of a commitment that continues with 
the Phoenix-area city of Goodyear, winning the 
National Civic League-sponsored All-America 
City Award competition. Given since 1949, the 
award, “recognizes civic excellence, honoring 
communities of all sizes in which citizens, 
government, businesses, and voluntary 
organizations work together to explain how 
they are successfully resolving critical local 
issues.” “There is something for everyone [in 
Arizona]: world class resorts, remote hiking 
and backpacking trails, an assortment of 
high-quality restaurants, and family-friendly 
communities.” The National Civic League has 
selected Phoenix as an “All-America City” five 
times. The All-America City award is given 
to communities across the United States 
that identify and tackle community-wide 
challenges. Businessweek.com also identified 
Phoenix as a, “…magnet for Generation Y 
residents because of its history of having 
some of the nation’s best job opportunities.” 
Readers of TV y Más magazine, a Spanish-

language television guide, has also voted 
Phoenix as the “Best Place to Raise a Family,” 
and both Apartments.com and CbCampus.
com rated Phoenix as number seven in its 
top ten cities in the United States for recent 
college graduates. Valley Metro, an institution 
formed under the auspices of the Regional 
Public Transportation Authority, handles public 
transit in Phoenix and throughout Maricopa 
County, which is now more important than 
ever, given the recent growing gas prices. Its 
services include bussing, local area shuttles, 
Paratransit (for residents with medical 
challenges in need of transportation), and 
METRO, a new, 20-mile, $1.4 billion lightrail 
transit system that takes commuters though 
a metropolitan area that includes major Valley 
of the Sun cities, such as Tempe and Mesa. 
Future METRO plans include building 30 
more miles of light rail lines by 2025. Overall, 
Phoenix has a lot to offer its residents and 
has been recognized for its reasonable cost 
of living and universal appeal by national 
relocation companies and surveys.

PHOENIX’S COLORFUL 
HISTORY

The name “Phoenix” describes a mythical 
bird that lived from 600 to 800 years before 
building a nest of cinnamon twigs that it 
ignites, burning its nest and itself until both are 
reduced to ashes. From the ashes, however, a 
new young phoenix arises to live again. That 
mythical story mirrors the colorful and cultural 
history of Phoenix itself, a city that had its 
beginnings more than 1,000 years ago when 
the Hohokam people lived on the land that 
would eventually become the vibrant city it 
is today. In 1868, the city was a small colony 
first named Swilling’s Mill, which eventually 
became Helling Mill. It then took the name Mill 
City, followed by East Phoenix. It was Phillip 



Darrell Duppa, an early Arizona pioneer from 
the U.K., who suggested the name Phoenix, 
since the new town would include the 
rebuilding and updating of the city’s ancient 
Hohokam canal systems. The city is the 
epitome of the mythical bird, rebuilding anew 
from the proverbial ashes of the old. The town 
of Phoenix was officially recognized on May 
4, 1868, when the Yavapai County Board of 
Supervisors formed an election precinct and 
eventually incorporated in 1881. Arizona’s rich 
Native American cultural background informs 
its history, and Phoenix is no exception. There 
are 22 federally-recognized Native American 
tribes in Arizona with a total population of 
about 300,000, many of whom reside in the 
Valley of the Sun. The area’s Pueblo Grande 
ruins, an ancient city occupied between 700 
A.D. and 1400 A.D., embodies the city’s 
history where the wide Salt River ran through 
the Valley of the Sun. The city sits on the 
banks of the river, which is mostly dry today. 
The city’s location in central Arizona made it 
preferential as the state capital, rather than 
Tucson or Prescott. Today, Phoenix the only 
state capital with a city proper population of 
more than 1.4 million and is the third-largest 
city in the western United States, just after 
Houston, Texas. The Phoenix metropolitan 
area includes the city itself, Maricopa County, 
most of Pinal County, and parts of southern 
Yavapai County. The city’s combined 
metropolitan statistical area (MSA) population 
is just over 4 million and includes the 
communities of Anthem, Avondale, Buckeye, 
Carefree, Cave Creek, Chandler, El Mirage, 
Fountain Hills, Gila Bend, Gilbert, Glendale, 
Goodyear, Guadalupe, Litchfield Park, Mesa, 
Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen Creek, 
Scottsdale, Sun City, Sun City West, Sun 
Lakes, Surprise, Tempe, Tolleson, Tonopah, 
Wickenburg, and Youngtown in Maricopa 
County. In Pinal County, communities include 
Apache Junction, Arizona City, Casa Grande, 
Coolidge, Eloy, Florence, Kearny, Mammoth, 
Maricopa, Oracle, Picacho, Picacho Peak, 
Red Rock, San Manuel, and Superior.

PHOENIX’S ARTS SCENE:
MUSIC, FILM, TV, AND CULTURE

The arts thrive in Phoenix, thanks in part to 
an active creative and civic community. For 
example, the City of Phoenix Office of Art 
and Culture is a great source of information 
on all things arts and culture, including 
theater and performing companies, 
music venues and concerts, art galleries, 
museums, dance performances, and much 
more. The city’s Office of Arts and Culture 
offers many programs that continue to 
nurture and support the arts on a regular 
basis, including an Arts Grants program and 
Career Development grants, a Public Art 
program, a thriving community of Phoenix 
arts organization websites and partner 
agencies, and the monthly First Friday 
Artwalk that attracts residents and visitors 
alike to the city’s downtown art galleries. 
Several nearby cities boast annual art 
festivals, and art and locally- made jewelry 
can often be purchased at farmer’s markets 
throughout the area. There are more than 
130 non-profit organizations that provide art 
and cultural experiences to the community, 
including a symphony orchestra and 
local community. bands, opera and ballet 
companies, production and presentation 
theaters, dance organizations, art and history 
museums, a science center, the city zoo, a 
botanical garden, and countless festivals. In 
fact, there’s such a rich concentration of arts 
and culture spanning the city’s unique and 
interesting communities that there are major 
annual festivals in almost every Phoenix-area 
city. Take the family and explore the Arizona 
Renaissance Festival, the Arizona Scottish 
Highland Games, the Dia de los Muertos 
Festival, Matsuri: a Festival of Japan, the 
Native American Fine Art Invitational, the 
Scottsdale Arts Festival, the Scottsdale 
Culinary Festival, the Tempe Festival of the 
Arts, the Harvest Festival, the Family Cornfest 
and Arts and Crafts Fair, the Chandler 
Chamber Ostrich Festival, or Way Out West 
Oktoberfest! The best part is that this is just 
a taste of the festivals available for Arizona 

residents and out-of-towners. Museums and 
galleries celebrate Southwest art and culture, 
as well as classic art genres. The Phoenix Art 
Museum, which opened in 1959, is known 
for its diverse visual arts collection, including 
exhibitions and permanent collections that 
include famous artists, such as Rembrandt, 
Norman Rockwell, Annie Leibowitz, and 
Monet. The museum also includes more than 
18,000 works of American, Asian, European, 
Latin American, Western American, modern 
and contemporary art, and fashion design. 
The Arizona Science Center in Phoenix 
features hands-on exhibits and a planetarium, 
and the Arizona State Museum is the oldest 
and largest anthropology museum in the 
Southwest. For a list of cultural and creative 
arts opportunities, visit www. visitphoenix.
com/events.

PHOENIX’S BUSINESS COMMUNITY

Phoenix is also home to a thriving business 
community, with major, private-sector 
employers calling the city home, as well as 
corporate and regional headquarters for well-
known Fortune 500 companies, such as Avnet, 
Freeport-McMoran, RepublicServices, and 
PetSmart. Fortune 1000 companies based in 
the Phoenix area include Swift Transportation, 
Apollo Education Group,Sprouts Farmers 
Market, and Pinnacle West Capital. In 
addition, many other majorcorporations have 
significant operations in the Phoenix metro 
area, including Intel,U-Haul International, 
Honeywell, andBoeing, among several others. 
Phoenix is also among the nation’s fastest- 
growing regions and has been recognized 
for strong job growth and entrepreneurial 
environment, especially in the aerospace, 
high-tech, and bioscience industries. Not 
surprisingly, the local job market continues 
to grow at a steady rate. As of 2019, the 
Associated Press noted that Phoenix was 
number eight on its list of major cities in the 
nation that were, “the largest generators of net 
jobs.” The city also sported an unemployment 
rate below the national average at low rate 
of 4.0 percent. Arizona State University, 



the University of Phoenix, Grand Canyon 
University, and the internationally recognized 
Thunderbird School of Global Management 
graduate school, located in nearby Glendale, 
also provide a talented and educated 
workforce and entrepreneur community. In 
fact, Arizona State University is recognized as 
the number one university in the country for 
innovation, according to the U.S. News.

NATURAL BEAUTY – AND PLENTY 
OF OUTDOOR FUN

The Phoenix area’s natural beauty is just 
another reason for the city’s appeal, which 
has nurtured an active outdoor lifestyle and 
boasts beautiful places to swim, hike, cycle, 
boat, golf, and much more. The city’s natural 
surroundings invite residents to take part in a 
vast range of outdoor and sports activities, a 
pastime of many Arizona residents. Thanks to 
more than 325 days of sunshine each year, 
an average high temperature of 85 degrees, 
and just 7.66 inches average annual rainfall, 
Phoenicians hardly ever need worry about the 
weather, so long as they wear sunscreen and 
drink plenty of water during the summer. Golf, 
in particular, is a beloved sport everywhere 
in Arizona, including the Phoenix metroplex. 
With more than 200 golf courses, including 
many municipal courses and a host of private 
links and country clubs, there is no shortage 
of golfing possibilities throughout the state. In 
fact, Arizona is home to the renowned Waste 
Management Phoenix Open every spring, and 
many courses throughout the area are world-
class courses designed by Arnold Palmer, 
Gary Player, and others. There are golf greens 
for every skill level, so everyone can enjoy 
the abundance of golfing that Arizona has 
to offer. There are also seven lakes within an 
hour of the greater Phoenix metro area that 
offer fishing, boating, water skiing, picnic 
areas, and camping. Three major mountains 
surround Phoenix and offer ideal terrain for 
hiking, climbing, or simply enjoying nature. 
Peaks in the Phoenix Mountain range include 
Lookout Mountain, Camelback Mountain, 
Stony Mountain, and Piestewa Peak, among 
others. If you prefer spectator sports, you’re 
in luck here. Greater Phoenix is one of ten 
metropolitan areas that represent most 
major professional sports, including the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the Cactus 
League Spring Training division; Phoenix 
Suns basketball; the Firebird International 
and Phoenix International Raceways; Arizona 
Cardinals football; Phoenix Coyotes hockey; 
and Phoenix Mercury women’s basketball 
(WNBA). There is also an abundance of 
college sports available – be sure to check 
out the infamous ASU vs. UofA rivalry! Arizona 
also hosts many annual sporting events, 
including the Safeway International LPGA 
Tournament, FBR Open Golf Tournament, the 
Tradition Senior PGA Tour, and the Arizona 
Men’s Tennis Classic. Other popular sporting 
events include the Senior Pro Rodeo, Coors 

Light World Finals Drag Boat Racing, NHRA 
World Series of Drag Racing, the Checker 
O’Reilly Auto Parts 500, and the Fiesta 
Bowl Football Classic. The Thunderbird 
Classic Hot Air Balloon Race also attracts 
thousands of visitors each year, who come 
to see hundreds of colorful hot air balloons 
in the Arizona skies.

FINE FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT, 
AND SHOPPING

Just like its diverse terrain, Phoenix has 
an equally diverse offering of restaurants 
and dining options for every palate. While 
signature Southwestern and Mexican dishes 
dominate the city’s culinary landscape at 
top restaurants like Vincent’s Market Bistro 
and Rancho Pinot Grill, there are flavors to 
suit every craving, including Asian, Italian, 
Mediterranean, and, of course, the classic 
steakhouse. Be sure to check out Alice 
Cooperstown, the namesake restaurant of 
the famous rock star and Arizona resident 
Alice Cooper. With its classic American 
dishes and great barbeque, it’s the perfect 
location for any taste. The Papago Brewing 
Company has a 30-tap bar with full menu, 
one of many brewery restaurants and tours 
throughout the area, perfect for any beer-
lover. On a more upscale note, Kai is an 
elegant and classic American restaurant at 
the Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort and 
was awarded a five-diamond rating by AAA 
Arizona. For entertainment, Copper Square 
in the heart of downtown Phoenix is known 
as the place to be. This 90-square-block, 
revitalized district around the Convention 
Center offers plenty of popular locations and 
activities, including nightclubs, shopping, 
and dining. This area is also home to Chase 
Field, the indoor baseball diamond reserved 
for the Arizona Diamondbacks. As for 
shopping, there’s no shortage of places to 
browse and purchase from. The massive 
Scottsdale Fashion Square is an upcale 
shopping and entertainment hub with luxury 
store brands that include Burberry, Hugo 
Boss, Kate Spade New York, Louis Vuitton, 
Tiffany & Co., and severalothers, while 
offering a massive luxury movie theater and 
a plethora of delicious eateries. Biltmore 
Fashion Park in Phoenixalso offers an 
affluent shopping experience, with stores 
like Saks Fifth Avenue, Hyde Park Jewelers, 
Escada, Ralph Lauren, Stuart Weitzman, 
and Cole Haan. There are several other 
malls in the Phoenix area, including the 
Metrocenter and Paradise Valley Malls, 
the Desert Ridge Marketplace, Kierland 
Commons, Arrowhead Towne Center, 
Tempe Marketplace, and more. For a more 
local and individualized experience, be 
sure to check out the charming boutiques 
and shops on Mill Avenue in Tempe, the 
vintage and antique stores in Glendale, or 
the galleries and boutiques in Scottsdale. 
Phoenix is also perfect for outlet shopping, 

with options like the Arizona Mills Mall and 
Outlet Center off I-10 in Tempe; the Outlets of 
Anthem just north of the metro Phoenix area; 
or the Phoenix Premium Outlets just east of 
Phoenix in the city Chandler.

PHOENIX HEALTHCARE 
IS TOP-NOTCH

Arizona has long been known as a place to 
heal because of its warm, dry climate, so it Is 
no surprise that the Phoenix metropolitan area 
has its share of highly-regarded healthcare 
facilities for residents. Statewide, Arizona 
has more than 100 hospitals, many of which 
are ranked on the U.S. News Best Regional 
Hospitals list, meaning that they meet or 
exceed high requirements in the healthcare 
industry. Phoenix, in particular, is home 
to many honored hospitals, including the 
renowned Mayo Clinic, and is considered a 
progressive city when it comes to healthcare 
policies and procedures.

NO PLACE LIKE HOME
There is no doubt that Phoenix is a great 
city, and its variety of neighborhoods only 
add to the area’s desirability. Choose from 
living among the charming, innercity history, 
or maybe consider living in a modern loft in 
downtown Phoenix, among the bar scene 
and plentiful restaurants. There are also 
lush developments around the city, quiet 
suburban neighborhoods, and rural farms 
on the outskirts of town. All in all, there is no 
shortage of diverse housing markets in the 
Phoenix metroplex. The Phoenix area offers 
a variety of living spaces, including classy, 
downtown condos, elegant old homes, 
modern showplaces, friendly suburban 
neighborhoods, and countryside ranches or 
farmhouses. With a beautiful, southwest flair 
that epitomizes Arizona history, you’ll find a 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere, no matter 
where you choose to live in the Valley of the 
Sun. Thanks to the nation’s ongoing economic 
recovery, the overall median home price in 
Phoenix has experienced a recent upsurge 
in value, while maintaining affordability for 
homebuyers. According to the Zillow Group, 
Inc., the average price of a Phoenix home rose 
4.6 percent from the previous year. However, 
this mean price rests at $244,600, making 
homebuying possible for many residents 
in various income brackets. For those that 
choose not to purchase a home, however, 
there are many options for beautiful, upscale 
condos, apartments with stunning views, and 
affordable rental homes throughout the area. 
Welcome to a city that residents and visitors 
adore – we know that you will, too! As you 
explore the Phoenix Relocation Guide and 
the city that it represents, Phoenix will surely 
become a treasured home in which to live, 
enjoy life, and prosper.



Phoenix is at the top of the list for companies 
and people moving to the area. This growth 
is not surprising; with its healing climate, low 
cost of living, and high quality of life, Phoenix 
ranked first among metro areas for “recruitment 
and attractions” and listed as one of the “Best 
U.S. Cities for Future Job Growth,” according 
to a report by Forbes. These recognitions are 
not surprising, given the wealth of highly-
educated graduates from the Valley of the 
Sun’s many post-secondary education 
institutions. Arizona State University, one of 
the largest public universities in the United 
States with just over 72,000 enrolled students, 
boasts four separate campuses across the 
Valley. Arizona’s other two post-secondary 
public institutions, the University of Arizona 

The business sector of Phoenix is rapidly accelerating in industries like renewable energy, biomedicine, manufacturing 
and distribution, aerospace, and aviation. Not to be overshadowed, the city of Tucson is also experiencing sustainable 
growth in key fields, including bioscience, solar energy, transportation and logistics, aerospace, and defense. All in all, 
Arizona is a booming state with a lot to offer anyone in the business sector. With a small state government and modest 
taxes, Arizona offers emerging businesses inexpensive operational costs. Additional benefits include refundable tax 
credits, reimbursable grants, and property tax reductions, creating an ideal environment for start-up businesses or 
existing corporations. Arizona is well-known for its educated work force. Large universities, as well as smaller, more 
specialized schools, foster a learned community of executives, employees and new hires. This high concentration of 
educational institutions drives Arizona’s research and development activities. Statewide, Arizona is a fantastic place 
to start a new career or business. Every year, industry leaders find a new home in the desert of the Wild West.

in Tucson and Northern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff, also maintain a presence in Phoenix 
with small campuses supporting medical 
and non-medical academic disciplines. 
Whether you take to northern part of the 
state, reside in the south, or live in the heart 
of Arizona, educational opportunities are 
abundant for all fields of study, including 
STEM-related courses and the liberal arts. 
Other post-secondary education institutions 
in the Phoenix area include the well-known 
University of Phoenix, as well as Grand 
Canyon University, American Indian College, 
Art Institute of Phoenix, Maricopa County 
Community Colleges, the internationally- 
recognized Thunderbird School of Global 
Management graduate school, and many 

others provide a talented workforce and a 
community that fosters an entrepreneurial 
spirit. The Maricopa Community College 
District – one of the largest higher-education 
systems in the country with ten colleges and 
two skill centers – is Arizona’s largest provider 
of job training, serving more than 200,000 
students each year. A 2016 Business Insider 
article ranked Arizona number 29 in “Best 
States to Start a Business.” Arizona’s large 
availability of employees are thought to be a 
huge benefit to small business owners; in fact, 
the state of Arizona has a high volume of start-
up companies, indicative of a climate that is 
strong for potential enterprise. Phoenix is also 
known as a great place to live. CNN Money 
named four Phoenix communities – Chandler, 

B U S I N E S S  & E C O N O M Y



Scottsdale, Peoria and Gilbert – as some of 
the best small cities to live in. With all these 
accolades, it’s easy to see why the greater 
Phoenix area is among the nation’s fastest-
growing regions, consistently recognized 
for its strong job growth and entrepreneurial 
environment. The city’s location in the 
southwest United States, boasting a dry and 
temperate climate, has turned it into a top 
choice for business, especially for aerospace, 
high-tech, bioscience, advanced business, 
and sustainable technology companies.

LABOR & UNEMPLOYMENT
Phoenix’s long business history started 
in the 1800s, when citrus and agriculture 
became a burgeoning industry, resulting in 
the construction of the Roosevelt Dam to 
ensure ample irrigation during the state’s 
hot months of the year. This kind of capital 
still exists today, though Phoenix has grown 
to encompass rural farming businesses 
and booming corporations. One of the 
nation’s fastest-growing regions, Phoenix 
has long been recognized for its strong job 
growth, especially for aerospace, high-
tech, and bioscience companies. Intel is 
one of the area’s largest employers, as well 
as Fortune 500 companies like Boeing and 
Honeywell. Manufacturing and tourism are 
also important to the city’s economy with 
more than 44 million visitors flocking to the 
area each year to admire the awe-inspiring 
Grand Canyon. Tourists and residents alike 
can enjoy the charm of towns like Sedona 
and relax at luxury resorts like the Arizona 
Biltmore Resort & Spa, a Frank Lloyd Wright-
inspired resort with modern amenities fine 
enough to attract several U.S. presidents 
throughout history. Amidst slow economic 
recovery on a national level, the local job 
market continues to grow at a steady rate. 
According to the Office of the Governor of 
Arizona, the state of Arizona ranks second in 
the nation for job growth in 2019. As of this 
same year, the Greater Phoenix area ranks 
third of all major metropolitan employment 
centers in the country. Top industries in 
Arizona include aerospace and defense, 
technology, renewable energy, bioscience 
and health, optics/photonics, manufacturing 
and advanced business services.

PHOENIX: NURTURING 
BUSINESS GROWTH

People and businesses from around the 
world continue to flock to Phoenix. In 
addition to the city’s beautiful and scenic 
surroundings, Phoenix also has a long history 
of spearheading business development 
efforts and is ideal for any start-up or 
continuing corporation. In fact, business 
owners organized the Phoenix Chamber of 
Commerce in November 1888. Now known as 
the Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, 
the Chamber is committed to making the 

Valley of the Sun a great place to live, work, 
and do business. That commitment also 
includes funding and assistance for business 
development in the form of incentive 
programs and other resources. You can visit 
the Chamber of Commerce’s website here 
to learn more information about its services 
and programs: www.phoenixchamber.com. 
Assistance for business development in 
Phoenix is available through organizations 
like the Small Business Enterprise Program 
(SBE - www.phoenix.gov); the Business 
Development Finance Corporation (www.
bdfc.com); the Southwestern Business 
Financing Corp. (www.swbfc. com); the 
Phoenix Industrial Development Authority 
(www.phoenixida.com); thefederal Small 
Business Innovation Research Program 
(www.sbir.gov); and the Arizona Commerce 
and Economic Development Commission   
www.azcommerce.com).

PHOENIX & INDUSTRY:
DIVERSITY ALL AROUND

With origins in agriculture, and later evolving 
to manufacturing and high-tech fields, 
Phoenix businesses include a wide array of 
industries, including financial, healthcare, 
technology, and tourism. American Express 
and JPMorgan Chase have a big presence 
here, and there are branch offices for 
numerous brokerage firms in addition to a 
host of financial planners, wealth managers, 
and other financial companies. Overall, the 
Phoenix area is home to nearly 600 bank and 
credit union branches, from local financial 
institutions to international powerhouses like 
Chase, Wells Fargo, Wachovia and Bank of 
America, all of which are eager to do their 
part in helping launch and nurture incoming 
Phoenix-area businesses.

CONVENTION CENTER
Phoenix is also home to several top healthcare 
systems as well, including Scottsdale Health, 
Catholic Healthcare West, and Banner Health, 
all of which offer an array of employment 
opportunities. Arizona hospital employment 
growth has significantly outpaced the annual 
employment growth of hospitals nationwide. 
With new hospital facilities being newly 
constructed, or are at least on the horizon, 
the number of jobs available to those in the 
healthcare sector will continue to rise. The 
Valley of the Sun also houses major data 
centers and technology companies. Top 
technology employers in Phoenix include 
Intel, Honeywell, Boeing, and some defense 
contractors. Where do U.S. residents go 
when its 20 degrees below freezing in their 
home state? Phoenix has become the go-to 
place for northerners to relax, unwind, and 
enjoy the beautiful winter weather and sun-
stricken scenery, unmatched by anywhere 
else. For those highly-needed spa days, 
there are approximately 480 hotels in the 

Phoenix area running at full steam, with 
resort-like spas employed by aestheticians 
and masseuses for a perfectly relaxing day. 
Need a day outside to enjoy hitting the green 
with friends? Phoenix has numerous golf 
courses to keep golfers putting away and to 
fuel the industry humming alongside it.

THE ARTS
Arts and cultural organizations are also big 
contributors to the local economy, with an 
estimated economic impact of over $300 
million. Art activity generates state and city 
tax revenue and contributes to job growth 
in critical support industries like restaurants, 
hotels, and retail businesses. The city of 
Phoenix is one of 182 communities that 
participated in Arts & Economic Prosperity 
III, the most comprehensive study of its kind 
and documents the economic impact of the 
nonprofit arts and culture industry in 139 
cities and counties, 31 multicounty regions, 
and ten states, representing all 50 states and 
the District of Columbia.

SPORTS: CARDINALS, SUNS,
DIAMONDBACKS, AND MORE

With just about every major sport represented, 
sports tourism is big business in Phoenix. 
Consider these impressive & interesting facts:

• Phoenix has more than 200 golf courses.

• The University of Phoenix Stadium hosted
Super Bowl XLII and Super Bowl XLIX.

• The Cactus League spring training
baseball attracts 1 million fans each year.

• The annual Waste Management Phoenix
Open attracts the largest galleries of any
golf tournament in the world.

In fact, the Arizona Sports & Tourism 
Authority, which owns and operates the 
University of Phoenix Stadium, funds the 
promotion of tourism in Maricopa County, 
the construction and renovation of Cactus 
League Spring Training facilities, and youth 
and amateur sports projects. Sports tourism 
activities contribute close to $2 billion 
annually to the area economy, according to 
a report by AZ Business Magazine. Many 
nearby restaurants and local businesses 
benefit from the abundance of crowds that 
spring training brings to the area every 
spring. In fact, many shopping and eatery 
districts, such as Westgate in Glendale, are 
open on game days, specifically to attract 
revenue opportunities from nearby sporting 
events. It’s clear that Phoenix is an exciting 
and vibrant place to do business with a 
thriving entrepreneurial spirit and industries 
of all kinds. We’re glad you’re here.



Anyone planning to relocate needs to know 
just how far their paychecks will stretch in 
their new, adopted city. After all, ifyou’re used 
to inexpensive mortgages or rental prices, 
reasonable grocery bills and affordable 
health care, you don’t want to be surprised 
if the bills skyrocket when you choose to 
move to another city. The good news is that, 
in Phoenix and Tucson, when compared 
to cities that are about the same size, your 
hard-earned dollar will likely stretch a bit 
further – and that attracts people to the area. 
In fact, in the last several years, Phoenix 
and Tucson have experienced thriving 

The business sector of Phoenix is rapidly accelerating in industries like renewable energy, biomedicine, manufacturing 
and distribution, aerospace, and aviation. Not to be overshadowed, the city of Tucson is also experiencing sustainable 
growth in key fields, including bioscience, solar energy, transportation and logistics, aerospace, and defense. All in all, 
Arizona is a booming state with a lot to offer anyone in the business sector. With a small state government and modest 
taxes, Arizona offers emerging businesses inexpensive operational costs. Additional benefits include refundable tax 
credits, reimbursable grants, and property tax reductions, creating an ideal environment for start-up businesses or 
existing corporations. Arizona is well-known for its educated work force. Large universities, as well as smaller, more 
specialized schools, foster a learned community of executives, employees and new hires. This high concentration of 
educational institutions drives Arizona’s research and development activities. Statewide, Arizona is a fantastic place 
to start a new career or business. Every year, industry leaders find a new home in the desert of the Wild West.

population growth leading the way with the 
highest and secondhighest growth rate of 
any Arizona city or town. The ACCR Cost of 
Living Index ranks a range of living expenses 
in major cities. Compiled by ACCRA – a 
national organization dedicated to economic 
development and policy research – the index 
measures differences between areas in the 
cost of consumer goods and services, minus 
taxes and non-consumer expenditures. The 
index also measures relative price levels for 
consumer goods and services in participating 
areas, like groceries, housing, utilities and 
more. The average for a participating place 

– both metropolitan and non-metro – is
100, and each participant’s index is read as
a percentage of the average for all places.
In Phoenix and Tucson, you’ll find yourself
paying about the same for transportation,
utilities, health care, and other goods and
services as with other, similar-sized cities.
And when it comes to necessities like
housing and groceries, Phoenix and Tucson
prices remain affordable. Whether you’re
thinking about moving here, or are already
here, it’s easy to see that Arizona measures
up not only in terms of quality of life, but also
with its affordability.

C O S T  O F  L I V I N G



When it comes to overall cost of living, Phoenix is still quite affordable places to live and work.

Here’s how they ranked in comparison to other major U.S. cities (2019 1st Quarter).

Assuming a $60,000/year salary

If you are  In PHX you would
moving from... need to make...

Atlanta $57,597.60

Baton Rouge $62,272.73

Boston $39,875.26

Chicago $49,518.07

Cleveland $56,857.71 

Dallas  $59,875.13

Denver $52,500.00

Detroit  $60,377.75

Houston $58,594.70

Las Vegas $53,179.30

Los Angeles $41,012.12

Miami $51,237.76

Minneapolis $53,179.30

New York City $25,303.43

Pittsburgh $58,357.00

Portland $44,432.43

Raleigh $63,580.11

San Francisco $32,619.05

Seattle $41,012.12

St. Louis $62,205.41











To that end, Arizona has recently introduced programs to keep students engaged and active during summer breaks. The Arizona Education 
Association offers discounted continuing education for teachers further enhancing the educations of their students. In 1983, The Arizona 
Educational Foundation began working with schools in effort to reinforce educational standards and design challenging and stimulating 
curriculums. The Education Coalition of Arizona strives to improve parental and community involvement within schools and generate 
tax revenue for educational purposes. Educational development has numerous allies in The Grand Canyon State and Arizona legislators 
are consistently introducing new legislation to improve learning facilities and create new programs for students. Arizona continues to 
be a rich environment for its students to grow, learn and thrive. Arizona’s steady growth has had a significant impact on education. The 
result is public school districts of all sizes that have earned strong reputations for both academic and extracurricular programs. There 
are 58 public school districts just in Maricopa County - the home of Phoenix. Two of Maricopa’s bordering counties, Pinal and Yavapai, 
have over 40 districts between them. In Pima County, home to Tucson, there are 17 school districts and neighboring Cochise County 
includes 24. Additionally, there are numerous private and charter schools throughout the state. There are plenty of educational options 
for those relocating to Arizona. Like many growing cities, education is a central component when it comes to attracting residents, and 
Phoenix is no exception. With 30 school districts, a wealth of higher education choices that include the University of Phoenix, and a 
variety of trade, technical, private and parochial schools, there are plenty of educational opportunities for residents. There are more 
than 325 public schools in Phoenix in both large and small districts, as well as more than 200 charter and private schools that serve 
students from kindergarten through 12th grade. The Phoenix metropolitan area includes the city itself, Maricopa County, most of Pinal 
County and parts of southern Yavapai County. The Valley of the Sun is home to Mesa Public Schools, the largest school district in the 
state. Serving the cities of Mesa, Tempe and Chandler, the district serves some 64,000 students in traditional grades K-12, as well as 
alternative schools based on nontraditional curriculums. In all, education is a priority in Phoenix and throughout the state – and it shows. 
The Arizona Department of Education announced that Arizona students exceeded national averages on Arizona’s Measurement of 
Education Readiness. This year’s performance of Arizona’s students marks a six-year upward trend. Arizona students scored well above 
average in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science. Additionally, Arizona continue to rank above the national average on SAT scores.

Settled in the heart of the American Southwest, Arizona is home to over 650 public school districts. The state 
places a high importance on learning from early education through post-secondary schooling. Arizona recognizes 
the value of a globally competitive education and strives to keep its best and brightest students in the state. Local 
college and university graduates help keep the state economy flourishing.

E D U C AT I O N   I N   A R I Z O N A



COMMITTED TO EDUCATION
No matter where you’re moving – and 
whether you have children or not – education 
is an important consideration for anyone 
considering relocation. The quality of 
education in a community affects everything 
from resale value to the schools in your 
neighborhood. With the area’s tremendous 
growth over the last several years, school 
districts have increased accordingly to 
accommodate more students, and the city 
has adopted several initiatives to foster 
educational excellence. One is the city’s 
Youth and Education Commission, which, 
in partnership with the Human Relations 
Commission, offers grants to Phoenix 
schools through its Focus on Results grants 
initiative. Each year, the mayor and Phoenix 
city council support the Phoenix Youth and 
Teen Services to fund the programs and 
activities that provide constructive activities 

for teens. The city has also created The 
Dropout Prevention Program working with 
national, state and local organizations to 
encourage kids to stay in school, pursue 
post-secondary education or careers, and 
provide afterschool activities.

HIGHER EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

Phoenix is also known for its higher education 
opportunities. Area colleges and universities 
include the Arizona State University (in 
nearby Tempe), University of Phoenix, 
Argosy University, Maricopa Community 
Colleges/Phoenix College (plus several other 
major campuses), Grand Canyon University, 
Western International University, and the 
internationally renowned Thunderbird – The 
Garvin School of International Management. 
In particular, the Arizona State University has 
over 350 undergraduate and more than 450 

masters and graduate degree programs in 
18 colleges and schools. One of the largest 
research-heavy institutions in the U.S.,  
Arizona State University annually devotes 
over $390 million in research and development 
expenditures. And, the huge Maricopa 
Community Colleges network features 10 
colleges that specialize in university transfer, 
continuing education, career and job training 
programs. Phoenix College, the system’s 
main campus, is nationally known for its 
programs in gerontology, dental hygiene, 
fire science, emergency medical technology, 
mathematics, art, graphic design, creative 
writing, and administration of justice. Recent 
research comparing Arizona to states of 
similar size found that Arizona ranked second 
for average Arizona student test scores on 
the ACT college entrance exam, and that 
Arizona is also ranked second among states 
of similar size for the number of bachelor’s 
degrees in natural sciences and engineering.

Testing Our Students
Tests are part of school life anywhere you live, and it’s 
no different in Arizona, where standardized testing to 
gauge student progress is taken seriously to encourage 
student success. According to the Arizona Depar tment of 
Education, the statewide educational assessment program 
includes the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards 
(AIMS)test and the AzMERIT test, which are broken out into 
several tests, depending on grade level, and is designed to 
measure each student’s progress in learning the Arizona 
Academic Standards. These particular standards define what 
students should know and be able to do in reading, writing 
and mathematics through the course of a student’s K-12 
education, and are grouped into Readiness (Kindergarten), 
Foundations (grades 1-3), Essentials (grades 4-8), Proficiency 
(grades 9-12), and Distinction (9-12). 

For more information about the AIMS test, include a 
description of content, guidelines and sample tests, visit: 

www.ade.state.az.us/standards/aims

For information on the AzMERIT test, including content, 
guidelines and sample tests, visit: 

www.azed.gov/assessment/azmerit

Accountability :

School & District Ratings
As far as school performance ratings for elementary and 
secondary education, schools in Arizona are rated according 
to the Arizona LEARNS rating/achievement profiles. These 
ratings are determined by student performance on the 
AIMS test, adequate yearly progress (AYP) as defined by the 
federally mandated No Child Left Behind Act, and the state’s 
measure of academic progress (MAP). Achievement profile 
categories include: 

Excelling: Grades K-8: 90% of pupils achieved one year 
of academic progress in all subject areas of the Arizona 
measure of academic progress, and 90 percent passed all 
subject areas of the AIMS test. 

Grades 9-12: 90% of pupils passed all subject areas of the 
AIMS test, the dropout rate is no more than 6 percent and the 
school’s graduation rate is at least 90 percent.

Highly Performing: Exceeds state performance and state 
progress goals.

Performing Plus: Informal recognition of schools that 
have “shown improvement or have sufficient students 
demonstrating proficiency to earn a Highly Performing or 
Excelling profile, but do not have a sufficient number of 
students exceeding the standard.”Performing: Meets state 
performance goals, and needs to meet state progress goals.

Underperforming: Needs to meet state per formance and 
state progress goals.

Failing: Fails to meet academic standards.

Sources: Arizona Department of Education, CCSSO, District Websites



SCHOOL DISTRICT (SD) PHONE WEBSITE GRADES

Agua Fria Union High SD 623-932-7000 aguafria.org  9-12

Aguila Elementary SD  928-685-2222 aguilaschool.org  PreK-8

Alhambra Elementary SD 602-336-2920 alhambraesd.org PreK-8

Arlington Elementary SD 623-386-2031 arlingtonelem.org PreK-8

Avondale Elementary SD 623-772-5000 avondale.k12.az.us PreK-8

Balsz Elementary SD  602-629-6400 balsz.org PreK-8

Buckeye Elementary SD  623-386-4487 besd33.org  PreK-8

Buckeye Union High SD 623-386-9701 buhsd.org  9-12

Cartwright Elementary SD 623-691-4000 csd83.org PreK-8

Cave Creek Unified SD 480-575-2000 ccusd93.org   PreK-12

Chandler Unified SD 480-812-7000 cusd80.com PreK-12

Creighton Elementary SD 602-381-6000 creightonschools.org  PreK-8

Deer Valley Unified SD 623-445-5000 dvusd.org PreK-12

Dysart Unified SD 623-876-7000 dysart.org PreK-12

East Valley Institute of Technology 480-461-4000 evit.com 7-12

Fountain Hills Unified SD 480-664-5000 fountainhillsschools.org PreK-12

Fowler Elementary SD 623-707-4500 fesd.org PreK-8

Gila Bend Unified SD  928-683-2225 gbusd.org K-12

Gilbert Unified SD 480-497-3300 gilbertschools.net 39  PreK-12

Glendale Elementary SD 623-237-4000 gesd40.org PreK-8

Glendale Union High SD 623-435-6000 guhsdaz.org  9-12

Higley Unified SD 480-279-7000 husd.org PreK-12

Isaac Elementary SD  602-455-6700 i saacschools.org PreK-8

Kyrene Elementary SD 480-541-100 kyrene.org PreK-8

Laveen ElementarySD 602-237-9110 laveeneld.org PreK-8

Liberty Elementary SD 623-474-6600 liberty25.org  PreK-8

Litchfield Elementary SD 623-535-6000 lesd.k12.az.us  PreK-8

Littleton Elementary SD 623-478-5600 littletonaz.org  PreK-8

Madison Elementary SD 602-664-7900 madisonaz.org PreK-8

Maricopa County Regional SD 602-452-4700 mcrsd.org K-12

P U B L I C  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S



SCHOOL DISTRICT PHONE WEBSITE GRADES

Mesa Unifed District SD 480-472-0000 mpsaz.org PreK-12

Mobile Elementary  SD 520-568-3947 mobileesd.org  K-8

Morristown Elementary SD 623-546-5100 morristowneld75.org PreK-8

Murphy Elementary 602-353-5002  msdaz.org PreK-8

Nadaburg Unified SD  623-388-2321 nadaburgsd.org  PreK-8

Osborn Elementary SD 602-707-2000 osbornschools.org  PreK-8

Palo Verde Elementary SD 623-327-3690 pvesd.org PreK-8

Paloma SD 928-683-2588  palomaesd.org PreK-8

Paradise Valley Unified SD 602-449-2000 pvschools.net  PreK-12

Pendergrast Elementary SD 623-772-2200 pesd92.org PreK-8

Peoria Unified SD 623-486-6000 peoriaunified.org PreK-12

Phoenix Elementary SD 602-257-3790 phxschools.org PreK-8

Phoenix Union High SD 602-764-1100 phoenixunion.org 9-12

Queen Creek Unifed SD 480-987-5935 qcusd.org PreK-12

Riverside Elementary SD 602-477-8900 resdonline.org  PreK-8

Roosevelt Elementary SD 602-243-4800 rsd.k12.az.us  PreK-8

Saddle Mountain Unified SD 623-474-5100 smusd90.org  PreK-12

Scottsdale Unified SD 480-484-6100 susd.org 31  PreK-12

Sentinel Elementary SD 928-454-2474 sentinelesd.org K-8

Tempe School District 480-730-7100 tempeschools.org PreK-8

Tempe Union High SD 480-839-0292 tempeunion.org 9-12

Tolleson Elementary SD 623-936-9740 tollesonschools.com PreK-8

Tolleson Union High SD 623-478-4000 tuhsd.org 9-12

Union Elemenary SD  623-478-5005 unionesd.org  PreK-8

Washington Elementary SD 602-347-2600 wesdschools.org PreK-8

West MEC Glendale   623-738-0000 west-mec.edu  7-12

Wickenburg Unified SD 928-668-5350 wickenburgschools.org K-12

Wilson Elementary SD 602-681-2200 wsd.k12.az.us  PreK-8



SCHOOL DISTRICT (SD) PHONE WEBSITE GRADES

All Saints Episcopal Day School 602-274-4866 aseds.org Pre-K-8

Atonement Lutheran School  623-374-3019 atonementlc.org Pre-K-8

Bayer Private School 623-218-7070 bayerschool.com Pre-K-8

Brophy College Prep 602-234-1669 brophyprep.org 9-12

Bourgade Catholic High School 602-973-4000 bourgadecatholic.org 9-12;

Christ Lutheran School 602-957-7010 clsphx.org Pre-K-8

International School of Arizona 480-874-2326 is-az.orgG PK-8

Joy Christian School 623-561-2000 joyschool.org PK-8

New Vistas Center for Education 480-963-2313 newvistasaz.com Pre-K-6

Northwest Christian School  602-978-5134 northwestchristianschool.org PK-12

Notre Dame Preparatory HS  480-634-8200; notredamepreparatory.org 9-12

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School 623-939-9785 olphaz.org/school Pre-K-8

Paradise Valley Christian Prep 602-992-8140 paradisevalleychristian.org Pre-K-8

Phoenix Christian Unified Schools 602-265-4707 phoenixchristian.org PK-12

Phoenix Country Day School  602-955-8200 pcds.org PK-12

Pope John XXIII Catholic School  480-905-0939 popejohnxxiii.org K-8

Scottsdale Christian Academy 602-992-5100 scottsdalechristian.org PK-12

Scottsdale Country Day School 480-452-5777 scdaz.com K-8

Seton Catholic High School  480-963-1900 setoncatholic.org 9-12

Ss. Simon & Jude School 602-242-1299 simonandjude.org K-8

St. Francis Xavier School 602-266-5364 sfxphx.org K-8

St. Mary’s High School 602-251-2500 smknights.org 9-12

St. Theresa Catholic School  602-840-0010 StTheresaPhx.org Pre-K-8

St. Thomas Catholic School  602-954-9088 staphx.org K-8

St. Vincent de Paul Elementary 623-247-8595 svdpschool.org Pre- K-8

Tesseract School 480-991-1770 tesseractschool.org Pre-K-8

Valley Christian High School  480-705-8888 vchaz.org 9-12

Xavier College Prep 602-277-3772 xcp.org 9-12

P R I V AT E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S



Anyone with children knows that finding a balance between working 
and raising kids is always challenging – and that part of the balance 
usually includes some type of childcare. Luckily, there are many 
organizations and options that can help families ease the burden of 
finding safe, quality care for their children.

Phoenix hashundreds of childcare facilities, including nonprofit, church 
and other community childcare centers; private centers; company- 
sponsored childcare at work locations, plus nanny and au pair services 
and agencies; babysitters; in-home childcare; countless preschools; 
group homes; and other options. Waiting lists tend to be long at 
some centers, so it’s important to make visiting facilities, narrowing 
down options and getting on waiting lists a priority.Parents can get 
information on individual childcare facilities – such as licensing and 
other information – from the Arizona Department of Health Services’ 
Division of Licensing Services – Office of Child Care Licensing. Call 
602-364-2539 in Phoenix, 520-6228-6541 in Tucson, or 800-615-8555, 
for more information. You’ll also find a Consumer Information page on 
the division website for parents and caregivers about what the agency 
does, help with childcare costs, how to enroll your child in a program 
and much more. Visit www.azdhs.gov for more information. Parents 
can also check for center or preschool accreditation by well-known 
organizations such as the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (www.naeyc. org)  The following is a list of local 
and national resources for childcare information, plus tips for 
parents on how to choose the right childcare for their children:

C H I L D C A R E

Arizona Department of Economic Security
602-542-4248 | des.az.gov

The Arizona Department of Economic Security promotes the 
safety, well-being, and self-sufficiency of children, adults, 
and families.

Association for Supportive Child Care
480-829-0500 | asccaz.org

The Association for Supportive Child Care has provided 
a variety of services to child care providers, families and 
children since 1976 to enhance the quality of care for children 
in Arizona. Services include providing training and education 
to the childcare field; supporting quality childcare through 
accreditation programs; helping parents find childcare; 
and offering support and training to those who care for the 
children of family and friends, among many other services for 
parents and caregivers.

Child Care Aware

800-424-2246 | TTY: 866-278-9428 | childcareaware.org

A program of the National Association of Child Care Resource 
& Referral Agencies, Child Care Aware is a national initiative 
to “help parents find the best information on locating quality 
child care and child care resources in their community by 
connecting parents with the local agencies best equipped to 
serve their needs.”

Arizona Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R)
602-244-2678 | 800-308-9000 | azccrr.com

Funded by Arizona’s Department of Economic Security – Child Care 
Administration, Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) is a 
statewide program that helps families find childcare via the Association 
for Supportive Child Care and Child & Family Resources, Inc. CCR&R 
also provides training and resources for childcare providers and 

information for the community. 

ChildCare Aware of America
703-341-4100 | usa.childcareaware.org

ChildCare Aware of America wants to ensure that every family in the 
United States has access to a high quality, affordable child care system. 
Not only does this support the child’s growth and development but they 

feel it creates positive economic impact for families and communities

National Association for the Education 
of Young Children

800-424-2460 | naeyc.org

NAEYC is focused on “the quality of educational and developmental 
services for all children from birth through age 8,” including improving 
professional practice and working conditions in early childhood 
education; supporting early childhood programs by working to achieve 
a highquality system of early childhood education; and building an 
organization of groups and individuals who are committed to promoting 

excellence in early childhood education for all young children.”



American Indian College of the Assemblies of God

10020 N. 15th Ave., Phoenix 85021 | 602-944-3335 | www.aicag.edu

“Arizona has a wealth of higher education resources that provide plenty of opportunity – whether you’re looking for 
continuingeducation, customized training, [or] a four-year or graduate degree program….” American Indian College 
(AIC) is “committed to the concept of education as developmental growth, specifically spiritual, intellectual, social, and 
physical. The Christian philosophy of learning is the center of educational philosophy at AIC. AIC offers Associate of Arts 
and Bachelor of Arts degrees in Christian ministry, business and elementary education.

Argosy University

2233 W. Dunlap Ave., Phoenix 85021 | 602-216-2600 | 866-216-2777 | argosy.edu

Argosy University has multiple locations across the U.S. as well as an online division, offering undergraduate, graduate 
and postgraduate degrees. The Phoenix location offers professional certificates, programs and doctoral, master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees in the college of psychology/behavioral sciences; college of education; college of business; and 
college of health sciences.

Arizona State University (ASU)

University Dr. and Mill Ave., Tempe 85287 | 480-965-9011 | asu.edu

Arizona State University (ASU) is a “single, unified institution comprising four differentiated campuses positively impacting 
the economic, social, cultural and environmental health of the communities it serves,” with research that is “inspired by 
real world application, blurring the boundaries that traditionally separate academic disciplines.” ASU’s main campus is in 
Tempe, with several other campuses in the Phoenix metro area, including a large downtown campus. Academic offerings 
include more than 250 undergraduate and graduate programs, plus a range of certificate programs.

Carrington College

8503 N. 27th Ave., A, Phoenix 85051  |  2701 W. Bethany Home, Phoenix 85017  |  602-864-1571  |  carrington.edu

Carrington offers degree and diploma programs in healthcare, dental and veterinary career fields, and operates several 
campuses across the western United States.Programs at the Phoenix campus include dental assistant, fitness trainer, 
massage therapy, medical administrative assistant, medical assistant, pharmacy technician, and veterinary assistant, 
medical billing and coding, medical lab technician, medical radiography, nursing, physical therapy technician, and 
respiratory care. Tuition varies per program.

DeVry University

2149 W. Dunlap Ave., Phoenix 85021 | 602-749-4500 | phx.devry.edu

With three campuses in the Valley of the Sun—Phoenix, Glendale and Mesa—DeVry University offers courses in business 
administration, computer information systems,engineering, network and communicationsmanagement, and management 
as well asprofessional graduate certificates in business, office management and health information technology.
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Fortis College

555 N. 18th Street, 110, Phoenix 85006  |  602-254-3099  |  fortis.edu

Fortis college offers education and certifications in a variety of vocations in medical disciplines, including emergency medicine; 
medical assisting, billing and coding; dentistry and practical nursing. With 10 of the 20 fastest growing occupations being 
healthcare related, a degree program from Fortis can get you employed in a field with promise.

Grand Canyon University

3300 W. Camelback Rd., Phoenix 85017 | 602-639-7500; 800-800-9776 | gcu.edu

Founded in 1949, Grand Canyon University is a small, private liberal arts university offering a full range of liberal arts and 
professional programs at the bachelor’s level andmaster’s degree level. Programs include online education, online degree 
programs, campus-based classes, MBA degree programs and an Executive MBA. The private university serves about 19,000 
students on campus and another 60,000 online.

Maricopa Community Colleges

2411 W. 14th St., Tempe 85281 | 480-731-8000 | maricopa.edu

One of the largest higher education systems in the nation with 10 colleges and two skill centers, the Maricopa Community 
Colleges system – part of the Maricopa Community College District – serves more than 200,000 students each year. The 
district’s colleges offer approximately 1,000 occupational programs (degrees and certificates), 38 academic associate 
degrees, and 10,256 courses. The district is also the largest provider of health care workers and job training in Arizona – a 
major resource for business and industry, and for those looking for education and job training. Major campuses in the Phoenix 
area include Chandler- Gilbert, Estrella Mountain, GateWay, Glendale, Mesa, Paradise Valley, Phoenix, Rio Salado, Scottsdale, 
and South Mountain.

Arizona Summit Law School

1 N. Central Ave., Phoenix 85004 | 602-682-6800; 888-749-5291 | azsummitlaw.edu

The Arizona Summit Law School is a private law school located in Phoenix, Arizona. Arizona Summit is the only private law 
school in Arizona and the only one with both full-time and part-time (day and evening) programs. The school has received full 
accreditation from the American Bar Association. Recently, The National Jurist named Arizona Summit Law School one of the 
nation’s most diverse law schools.

Thunderbird School of Global Management

1 Global Place, Glendale 85306 | 602-978-7000 | 800-848-9084 | thunderbird.edu

Founded in 1946 and located just west of Phoenix in the community of Glendale, the Thunderbird School of Global Management 
is the “first and oldest graduate management school focused exclusively on global business,” with operations in the U.S., 
Switzerland, the Czech Republic, Russia, Central and South America, Singapore and China. The school has been ranked No. 1 
in international business by the Financial Times, U.S. News & World Report, and The Wall Street Journal and is the first school 
to focus exclusively on international business. “More than 445,000 students are enrolled in institutions of higher education in 
Phoenix, which offers a variety of public and private universities, and a nationally recognized network of community colleges.” 
Full-time programs include MBA in global management, masters of science in global management, masters of arts in global 
affairs and management, and masters of globalmanagement (a dual degree program andpost-MBA studies), as well as a range 
of parttimeprograms for working professionals.

University of Advanced Technology

2625 W. Baseline Rd., Tempe 85283 | 602-383-8228 | 800-658-5744 | uat.edu

Founded in 1983, UAT is a university with multiple areas of study in technical fields, while retaining liberal arts requirements 
in the Fine Arts and Humanities. It purports a general education comparable to typical universities, with specific emphasis on 
how its specialized mission integrates technology into its general education requirements. The institution offers unique core 
classes (e.g., Information Research Strategies, Technology and Society, Project Management, Intellectual Property Law), as 
well as all traditional ones.



University of Arizona College of Medicine

550 E. Van Buren St., Phoenix 85004 | 602-827-2001 | phoenixmed.arizona.edu

The University of Arizona College of Medicine Phoenix campus opened in downtown Phoenix over a decade ago. 
Along with its sister campus in Tucson, they are the only MD degree-granting colleges in the state. The college offers 
full, four-year medical education programs in Phoenix, as well as at the University’s main campus in Tucson. The 
College’s MD curriculum is aimed at preparing students to be competitive for the residency of their choice, as well as 
to practice medicine in an ever-changing healthcare environment.

University of Phoenix

4635 E. Elwood St., Phoenix 85040 | 866-766-0766 | phoenix.edu

A nationally known college headquartered in Phoenix, the University of Phoenix provides “campus locations, online 
degree programs and flexible scheduling for working adults.” Offerings include more than 100 degree programs at the 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral levels in business and management, communications, criminal justice and security, 
education, general studies, nursing and health care, human services, psychology and technology. “There are plenty 
of opportunities for higher education in Tucson as well, which offers a variety of public and private universities, a large 
network of community colleges, and a diverse offering of career and training schools.”

Western International University

1601 W. Fountainhead Pkwy., Tempe 85282  | 602-943-2311 | 866-WIU-INFO | west.edu

Western International University (WIU), a part of Apollo Group, originated with the mindset to offer post-secondary 
education for adults. Starting out as a campus-based university, it quickly evolved with the times to offer programs 
online, and now educates more than 80% of students attend classes online. It also has sister schools in the United 
Kingdom, Chile and Mexico, creating a global educational network. WIU offers associate, bachelor, and master 
degree programs, as well as a professional certificate in Accountancy, and most students are “working adults who 
thrive on the flexibility and convenience of course schedules and locations.”

Wilkes University

245 W. 2nd St., Mesa 85201 | 480-878-4412 | 800-WILKES-U ext. MESA | wilkes.edu/Mesa

Wilkes University is an independent institution of higher education dedicated to academic and intellectual excellence 
through mentoring in the liberal arts, sciences and professional programs. Founded in 1933, the University provides 
its students with the experience, mentoring and education necessary for career and intellectual development as well 
as personal growth. Wilkes currently offers the following programs at its Mesa site: Bachelor’s Degrees (accounting, 
entrepreneurship, finance, management, marketing, sports and event management), Master’s Degrees (M.B.A., M.S. 
Education., M.A./M.F.A. Creative Writing), Doctorate (Education). Many scholarships are available.
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Abrazo Health – Arizona Heart Hospital

1930 E. Thomas Rd., Phoenix  |  602-532-1000  |  azhearthospital.com

For many years, Arizona Heart Hospital has served as the area’s leading hospital for the diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiovascular diseases. Arizona Heart Hospital, a Campus of Phoenix Baptist Hospital, has distinguished itself as one 
of the nation’s top 100 cardiovascular hospitals. These top-rated facilities are singled out for performingmore surgeries 
and services, having lower cardiovascular-related costs, and providing better patient care resulting in shorter recoveries 
and fewer complications. Arizona Heart Hospital is proud to be one of these award-winning, life-saving hospitals.

Abrazo Health – Arrowhead Hospital

18701 N. 67th Ave., Glendale  |  623-561-1000  |  arrowheadhospital.com 

Part of Abrazo Healthcare, Arrowhead offers inpatient, 24-hour emergency, ambulatory surgery, and outpatient services, 
including orthopedics, maternity, pediatrics, and rehabilitation. The hospital also has a Cardiac Cath Lab, Cardiac 
Rehab, Surgery Center, a cancer program, and the Wellness Connection program.

Abrazo Health – Peoria Emergency Center

26900 N. Lake Pleasant Parkway, Peoria  |  623-561-2022  |  abrazohealth.com

Peoria Emergency Center is a full service, 14-bed emergency care facility that offers around-the-clock medical care 
to outlying communities such as Vistancia, Surprise, and Lake Pleasant. Peoria Emergency Center is an extension of 
Arrowhead Hospital, where patients will experience a seamless integration of services and care between the hospital 
and the Emergency Center.

Abrazo Health – Scottsdale Campus

3929 E. Bell Rd., Phoenix  |  602-923-5000  |  abrazohealth.com

Abrazo Scottsdale Campus focuses on “the treatment of existing conditions and on preventative medicine for the 
entire family and range from state-of-the-art emergency care to women’s and senior services. Specialty centers include 
Wound Care, Hyperbaric Medicine, Wound Care, Orthopedics, Rehabilitation, and Bariatrics Weight Loss.

Abrazo Central Campus

2000 W. Bethany Home Rd., Phoenix  |  602-249-0212  |  abrazohealth.com

Abrazo Central Campus is an acute care teaching hospital facility, and has served central Phoenix communities 
since 1963. The Joint Commission designated the hospital as a primary stroke center. The hospital is recognized for 
cardiovascular care, neuroscience services, orthopedics, women’s health, radiology, and 24-hour emergency care.

Abrazo West Campus

13677 W. McDowell Rd., Goodyear  |  623-882-1500  |  abrazohealth.com

Abrazo West Campus is an acute care hospital; services include the latest technology for diagnosis and treatment, 
state-of-the-art obstetrics and women’s diagnostic services, a full-service emergency department, Level 1 Trauma 
Center, Robotic surgery, Orthopedics, and cardiovascular care. Abrazo West Campus is a Joint Commission-designated 
primary stroke center and is certified as a cardiac arrest center.
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Abrazo Medical Group Buckeye

525 S. Watson Rd., Buckeye  |  623-726-8750  |  amgbuckeye.com

Abrazo Medical Group Buckeye is a full-service medical care emergency facility located in Buckeye, AZ. This 
center is available 24/7 and offers CT scans, ultrasound and other diagnostic imaging services, and has an on-
site laboratory. It is staffed by board-certified physicians and specialty certified nurses. The center is operated 
by Abrazo Medical Group Buckeye, located just 13 miles away in Goodyear.

Arizona State Hospital

2500 E. Van Buren, Phoenix  |  602-244-1331  |  azdhs.gov

Arizona State Hospital, which is publicly funded and part of the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), 
is the only long-term hospital in Arizona that provides services for those with severe mental illness.

Banner – Baywood Medical Center

6644 E. Baywood Ave., Mesa  |  480-321-2000  |  bannerhealth.com

Baywood Medical Center is a non-profit hospital offering complete acute care services including stroke, 
orthopedics, cancer, emergency, women’s health, and robotic surgery. The hospital also includes the John J. 
Rhodes Rehabilitation Institute, as well as a comprehensive joint replacement program.

Banner – Boswell Medical Center

10401 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City  |  623-832-4000  |  bannerhealth.com

Nonprofit hospital offers programs in heart services, orthopedics, stroke care, cancer care, and rehabilitation, 
as well as community health services and education programs.

Banner Children’s Health Clinic

1450 S. Dobson Road Suite B220, Mesa   |  480-827-5044   |  bannerhealth.com

Located at Banner Desert Medical Center, Banner Children’s Hospital “provides comprehensive pediatric care 
from general pediatrics and intensive care to a dedicated pediatric emergency department and specialized 
services for specific childhood diseases.”

Banner – Del E. Webb Medical Center

14502 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West  |  623-524-4000  |  bannerhealth.com

A nonprofit hospital serving northwest Valley residents, Del E. Webb Medical Center offers a 24-hour 
emergency, comprehensive acute-care services, cardiac care, stroke care, women’s health, and community 
health education/support groups.

Banner – Desert Medical Center

1400 S. Dobson Road, Mesa  |  480-412-3000  |  bannerhealth.com

Desert Medical Center offers 24-hour emergency, women and infant care, heart care, cancer care, and pediatrics.

Banner – Estrella Medical Center

9201 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix  |  623-327-4000   |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Estrella is a non-profit community hospital offering heart care, general surgery, medical imaging, 
orthopedic surgery, emergency services, and a comprehensive women and infant service program.

Banner – Gateway Medical Center

Higley Road and US 60   |  1900 North Higley Rd., Gilbert  |  480-543-2000  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Gateway Medical Center, which opened about a decade ago, is Banner Health’s newest hospital, 
focusing on obstetrics,pediatrics, general surgery, emergency services, and other services according to 
community need. Banner Gateway has multiple private rooms, operating suites, and a state-of-the-art 
emergency department.

Banner – Good Samaritan Internal Medicine

1300 N. 12st Suite 508, Phoenix  |  602-839-3927  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Good Samaritan, open since 1911, is a nonprofit community hospital offering heart care, cancer care, 
trauma, surgery, transplant services, and high-risk obstetrics.



Banner Heart Hospital

6750 E. Baywood Ave., Mesa  |  480-854-5000  |  bannerhealth.com

Located on the campus of Banner’s Valley Lutheran Medical Center, Banner Heart Hospital is one of the largest 
freestanding heart hospitals in the U.S., offering such heart services as robotic heart surgery, open heart surgery, 
diagnosis, and rehab.

Banner – Thunderbird Medical Center

5555 W. Thunderbird Rd., Glendale   |   602-588-5555   |   bannerhealth.com

Thunderbird Samaritan is a nonprofit acute care hospital offering a range of services including heart care, surgery 
services, cancer care, orthopedics, pediatrics, critical care nursery, neurosurgery, and a comprehensive women and 
infant service program. a 35-bed emergency department, the Piper Pediatric Center for children’s emergencies, Deep 
Vein Thrombosis Center, a critical care unit, cardiac care, Chest Pain Center, and diagnostic imaging services.

HonorHealth

John C. Lincoln Medical Center  |  250 E. Dunlap Ave., Phoenix  |  602-943-2381  |  honorhealth.com

John C. Lincoln Medical Center is a community hospital with a 24-hour Level 1 trauma center and emergency 
department, Birthing Center, Breast Care Center, Sleep Disorders Center, inpatient and outpatient surgery, cardiac 
care, outpatient rehab services, physical therapy, oncology services and radiology/digital imaging, and an extended 
care center.

Maricopa Integrated Health System

2601 E. Roosevelt St., Phoenix  |  602-344-5011  |  mihs.org

The Maricopa Integrated Health System includes Maricopa Medical Center, the Arizona Burn Center, the Comprehensive 
Healthcare Center, the McDowell Healthcare Clinic, various community-oriented family health centers, and an attendant 
care program.

Mayo Clinic Hospital

5777 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix  |  480-515-6296  |  mayoclinic.org

The Mayo Clinic Hospital, cares for patients at Mayo Clinic’s Campus in Arizona who need hospital care. The hospital 
has almost 300 licensed beds with multiple operating rooms, full-service urgent care, emergency room, transplant 
center, diagnostic radiology, neurodiagnostics, non-invasive cardiac diagnostics, cardiac catheterization, pulmonary 
testing, and full-service clinical laboratory.
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Mountain Vista Medical Center

1301 S. Crimson Rd., Mesa  |  480-358-6100  |  mvmedicalcenter.com

Mountain Vista Medical Center is a 178-bed, state-of-the-art hospital located in east Mesa, Arizona, offering comprehensive 
healthcare services including emergency care, heart care, advanced surgical procedures, weigh lloss surgery (bariatric 
surgery), orthopedics, breast care, maternity care, women’s services, and help for a broad range of medical conditions.

Phoenix Children’s Hospital

1919 E. Thomas Rd., Phoenix  |  602-933-1000  |  phoenixchildrenshospital.com

Phoenix Children’s Hospital is the only hospital in Arizona just for kids, providing most of the pediatric care in the state. 
The hospital recently opened a 22-acre, all-pediatric campus in Phoenix, and it is now one of the 10-largest children’s 
hospitals in the U.S. Phoenix Children’s Hospital is also a regional referral center for children with highly specialized or 
life-threatening conditions.

Promise Hospital of Phoenix

433 E. 6th Street, Mesa  |  480-427-3000  |  promise-phoenix.com

Established in 2003, Promise Hospital of Phoenix is a 48-bed long-term acute care hospital (LTACH) . With an 
interdisciplinary team approach, their treatment plans are specifically designed for patients who need a longer acute 
care recovery period. They specialize in the medical management of patients with complex, unresolved, acute, or chronic 
illnesses as well as multi-organ disease processes.

St. Luke’s Medical Center

1800 E. Van Buren St., Phoenix  |  602-251-8100  |  stlukesmedcenter.com 

St. Luke’s Medical Center is a hospital offering comprehensive healthcare services including emergency care, heart care, 
advanced surgical procedures, diagnostic imaging, orthopedic care, rehabilitation services, and help for a broad range 
of medical conditions.

Scottsdale Osborn Medical Center

7400 E. Osborn Rd., Scottsdale  |  480-882-4000  |  honorhealth.com

Scottsdale Osborn Medical Center is a full-service hospital, “noted for its trauma, cardiovascular medicine, radiologic 
technology, neurosurgery and orthopedics.” The hospital is equipped with a 55,000 square-foot Emergency Department 
and Level 1 Trauma Center. The Osborn campus is also home to the Greenbaum Surgery Center, Novalis Shaped Beam 
Surgery Center, Scottsdale Healthcare Wound Management Program, and the Family Practice Residency Program.

Scottsdale Shea Medical Center

9003 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale  |  480-323-3000  |  honorhealth.com

Scottsdale Healthcare Shea is a full-service hospital providing medical/surgical, critical care, obstetrics, pediatrics, 
surgery, cardiovascular, and oncology services, as well as the Sleep Disorder Center. The Emergency Department is a 
Level II Trauma Center, and the Radiology Department offers state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment, including MRI, PET/
CT scanning, nuclear medicine, and ultrasound. Also, located on the campus are the Piper Surgery Center, Virginia G. 
Piper Cancer Center, and several medical office plazas.

Thompson Peak Medical Center

7400 E. Thompson Peak Pkwy., Scottsdale  |  480-324-7000  |  www.honorhealth.com

The state-of-the-art facility that is Thompson Peak Medical Center is a full-service general hospital with 24-hour emergency 
rooms, outpatient and inpatient surgical centers, fully equipped obstetric units and home health care services, oncology, 
cardiology, diabetes, radiology, sleep disorder services, and geriatrics.

Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital – Iasis Healthcare

1500 S. Mill Ave., Tempe  |  480-784-5500  |  tempestlukeshospital.org

A campus of St. Luke’s main Phoenix location, Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital offers comprehensive healthcare services 
including emergency care, orthopedic care, advanced surgical procedures, diagnostic imaging,



Banner Alzheimer’s Institute 
901 E. Willetta St.  |  602-839-6900  |  banneralz.org

Banner Behavioral Health 
925 E. MacDowell  |  800-254-HELP  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Home Care 
9305 W. Thomas Road  |  623-327-5200  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Home Care & Hospice (Gilbert) 
1325 N. Fiesta Blvd., Gilbert  |  480-497-5535  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Occupational Health 
1920 N. Higley Rd. Ste. 108  |  602-230-2273  |  bannerhealth.com

Mayo Clinic (Scottsdale) 
13400 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale  |  480-301-8000  |  mayoclinic.com/scottsdale

Phoenix Health Plan - Abrazo Health Care 
7878 N. 16th St. Ste. 105  |  602-824-3700  |  phoenixhealthplan.com

N O N - E M E R G E N C Y  C A R E

American Medical Association Doctor Finder  |  ama-assn.org

Resources for general health information, as well as a search function for local physician 
resources under the “Patients” tab of the site. 

American Academy of Pediatrics  |  aap.org  |  healthychildren.org 

National website for children’s health resources; separate “Parenting Corner” website is a 
comprehensive site for health related news, questions, and other topics.

Healthgrades  |  healthgrades.com/find-a-doctor

Search for specialists in your area by condition, procedure, and doctors who have experience 
in the specific care you need. The site matches you with a doctor, where users can see reviews 
and ratings from other patients.

Arizona Medical Association Physician Finder  |  azmd.gov/DoctorSearch

Find Arizona Medical Association member physicians based on location and specialty.

Finding A Doctor
Moving to a new city is exciting, but it also requires finding the schools your kids will 
attend, the stores you like — and the healthcare that fit the needs of your family. Here 
are some local and national physician resources, where you can search for physicians by 
location, specialty, and more.



Banner Arizona Medical Clinic
Sun City Campus

13188 N. 103rd Drive, Ste 206
623-876-3800  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Arizona Medical Clinic
Plaza Town Center 

13640 N. Plaza Del Rio Blvd 
623-876-3800  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Arizona Medical Clinic
Sunrise Terrace 

8510 W. Deer Valley Road
623-825-8649  |  bannerhealth.com

Banner Arizona Medical Clinic
Thunderbird Prof. Bldg. 

20325 N. 51st Avenue, Bldg. 9
623-876-3800  |  bannerhealth.com

Good Night Pediatrics
Southwest Valley/Avondale 

10320 W. McDowell Rd., Bldg. L 
623-643-9233  |  goodnightpeds.com

Good Night Pediatrics
South Mountain/Phoenix 

325 E. Baseline Road
602-824-4228  |  goodnightpeds.com

Good Night Pediatrics
East Valley/Gilbert 

861 N. Higley Rd. B101
480-813-9600  |  goodnightpeds.com

Good Night Pediatrics
Northwest Valley/Arrowhead - Peoria 

8801 W. Union Hills Drive
623-241-9026  |  goodnightpeds.com

NextCare Urgent Care Multiple Locations 
888-381-4858  |  nextcare.com

StatClinix - Mesa 
1151 N. Gilbert Road 

480-610-0688  |  statclinix.com

StatClinix - Northsight 
15223 N. 87th Street, Ste 110

480-682-4100  |  statclinix.com

StatClinix - Show Low 
3457 E. Beuces of Clubs, Ste B
928-537-2777  |  statclinix.com

StatClinix - Payson 
101 E. Hwy. 260, Ste. G

928-478-8905  |  statclinix.com
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H O U S I N G  &  N E I G H B O R H O O D S

Ask residents what they love most 
about living in Arizona and you’ll find as 
many answers as there are stars in the 
big, open desert sky. For some, it’s the 
Sonoran Desert with it’s wild, open and 
beautiful vistas. For others, it’s the lakes 
and golf course that offer an exhilarating 
escape from the mundane workday. 
Many claim the real reason to live 
here is the culture – Arizona’s diversity 
combined with a lively arts scene keeps 
life vibrant and exciting. But whether 
Arizonian native or recent transplant, 
the one thing everyone seems to agree 
on is their love for Arizona itself.  For 
thousands of years, people who have 
visited Phoenix and the Valley of the 
Sun, have decided to stay and make it 
their home. The Hohokam who first lived 
here developed the Valley’s first canal 
system, which allowed the farming of 
beans, corn, squash and cotton. They 
also built a community that suited their 
needs: single family homes, apartment 
buildings, an outdoor neighborhood 
recreation center and a ceremonial 
spot for the celebration of special 
events. After a residency that lasted for 
more than 1,700 years, the Hohokam 
mysteriously left, leaving the area for 
others to discover and enjoy. Just as the 
Hohokam adapted the area to suit their 
needs, so did the later inhabitants of the 
area. Phoenix’s modern history actually 
begins in 1868, when Jack Swilling 
organized the building of a canal and 
was able to divert enough water to 
raise a few crops. From there, Phoenix 
quickly developed into a town. Cotton, 
cattle, citrus and copper, known locally 
as the “Four Cs” were the cornerstones 
of its early twentieth-century economy. 
Before World War II, Phoenix had been 
a sleepy little southwestern town best 
known for having a climate that offered 

relief to asthmatics. In 1940, the city’s 
population was a mere 65,000 and 
the largest of the surrounding towns 
was Mesa, with 7,000 people. With 
the advent of WWII and the ensuing 
military buildup, defense contractors 
searching for land, water and a willing 
work force, found everything they 
wanted in fledgling Phoenix. The 
defense contractors moved in, bringing 
educated employees and a wealth of 
new jobs. Farmland and desert scrub 
were cleared to build massive plants 
that flew the banners of Goodyear 
Aircraft Corp., AiResearch, Motorola, 
Sperry Rand and General Electric, some 
of which are still among the city’s largest 
employers today. During the post-
war years, word began to spread that 
contrary to Saturday matinee Westerns, 
Phoenix was a civilized citywith 
abundant sunshine and recreational 
pleasures to spare. Phoenix began to 
see another boom – this time fueled not 
by cattle or the mining industry, but by 
lifestyle and economic opportunities. 
New residents come to start a new 
job, go to school or make a fresh start 
continue to stream into the area – only 
now they drive SUVs and minivans 
instead of the covered wagons popular 
in the late 1800’s. Phoenix’s growth has 
exploded and just this year, became the 
nation’s fifth most populous city with 
about 1.615 million residents. Unlike 
other cities that have grown slowly 
over time, Phoenix catapulted to this 
position in relatively short order. From a 
modest 17 square miles and population 
of 100,000 in 1950, Phoenix has grown 
to encompass more than 430 square 
miles and the city’s population has 
grown exponentially, even being named 
the country’s fastest growing city.

A GREAT PLACE FOR
A NEW BEGINNING

Many new to Phoenix are pleasantly 
surprised to find this city home to 
an international community. Many 
different languages can be heard on 
the streets, now reflective of modern-
day Phoenix. Spanish is often spoken, 
indicative of a city where the Hispanic 
population comprises 40 percent of 
it’s total population; while the mix of 
other diverse languages commonly 
heard around Arizona State University 
in Tempe, attests to the college’s 
international influence on the area. 
Hispanic and NativeAmerican heritage 
is especially influential and is expressed 
throughout the region. Phoenix is also a 
critical location for the semiconductor 
industry, being the third largest 
semiconductor city in the nation. Many 
high-tech manufacturers including 
Bull Worldwide Information Systems 
are based in northwest Phoenix, while 
Honeywell is located near Sky Harbor 
International Airport. South Phoenix is 
also home to Sitix of Phoenix, which is 
found in Paradise Valley. The result is 
a friendly and eclectic mix of cultures 
that complement and add to an already 
thriving business scene. Leading 
private sector employers include 
Motorola Inc., US Airways, Chase Bank, 
Banner Health systems, American 
Express travel related services, Avnet, 
Apollo Group and Wells Fargo. Among 
the many companies with corporate 
or regional headquarters in the Valley 
are Intel Corp, U-Haul International, 
Phelps Dodge Corp., MicroAge 
Inc., Allied Signal and Boeing. In 
addition, the Valley has a reputation 
as a popular retirement destination 
and the retirement community scene 



here continues to grow. Arizona has over 2 
million residents 55 years old and older, with 
a combined economic impact of about $22 
billion.

SUNNY DAYS AHEAD
The three primary reasons people move to 
the Valley of the Sun are wages, weekends 
and the warm weather. The sun does more 
than just generate a great tan: it attracts 
industries searching for a warm, dry climate 
that won’t interfere with their distribution 
networks, telecommunications systems or 
administrative operations. Nine months out 
of the year, Valley residents enjoy pleasant, 
spring-like temperatures. Summer brings the 
heat with temperatures often breaking 100 
degrees during July and August, with little 
humidity until the monsoon season begins 
in late August. The returning thunderstorms 
replenish the water table and help bring back 
more moderate temperatures. While the city 
of Phoenix is situated in the desert, Arizona 
is far from being a dry, desolate land. Vast 
canal works, including the Central Arizona 
Project Canal, brings water from the Colorado 
River located 200 miles away. The reserves 
of runoff water provided by rain and snow 
in the northern mountain range of Arizona 
are accessible thanks to the Roosevelt 
Dam just northeast of the Valley. As a result 
of the efficiency of the city’s waterworks, 
landscaping designs for parks, golf courses, 
homes and boulevards often include palm, 
olive, pine and citrus trees. The sweet scent of 
orange blossoms fills the air in March and April. 
Roses, poppies and hundreds of other flowers 
bloom almost all year. In addition to being 
economically, ethnically and culturally diverse, 
Phoenix’s 300-plus days of sunshine a year 
make it a perfect match for an active, on-the-
go lifestyle. Those who call Phoenix home are 
often found outdoors enjoying the city’s natural 
beauty including the area’s parkland, outdoor 
exercise and recreation facilities, roughly 
2,000 tennis courts and more than 200 golf 
courses, as well as municipal parks, bicycling 
routes, running paths, and equestrian trails. 
Dozens of hiking clubs lead the way through 
the mountain ranges that surround the city, 
while softball, baseball and soccer leagues 
for allages and skill levels are abound.Phoenix 
is home to the largest municipal park in the 
world, the 16,500 acre South Mountain Park, 
serves as the city’s southern border. A Mecca 
for hiking, biking and horseback riding, South 
Mountain Park is the largest link in the chain of 
desert mountain parks, known as the Phoenix 
Mountain Preserve, that encircle the city. After-
work hikes to the top of Piestewa Peak and 
Camelback Mountain are a popular pastime, 
while another 1,900 acres of traditional city 
parks, some with golf courses, serve as oases 
of green throughout the city. Trailered boats are 
a common sight as they zip along the Valley’s 
thoroughfares on their way to one of the five 

lakes that are just within a short drive from 
metropolitan Phoenix. Waterskiing, power 
boating, sailing and fishing are popular water 
sports, while raft trips down the alternately 
tranquil and turbulent Verde and Salt rivers 
are also popular.

TOURISM
New residents aren’t the only ones who 
flock to Phoenix. Tourism is one of the 
metropolitan area’s leading businesses and 
employs about 300,000 people year-round 
to support this thriving industry. Those who 
live here find the relationship with tourism is a 
profitable one both financially and personally 
– as a result, restaurants, retail centers and 
recreational outlets targeted to tourists 
are available to them all year. Large-scale 
conventions and trade shows are held in the 
Phoenix Civic Plaza as well as the Cardinals 
Stadium, when they are not playing of course. 
The convention and meetingindustry is an 
important one, injecting more than $7 billion 
into the area economy. The ease of getting 
to and from the Valley boosts its status as a 
popular vacation and convention destination. 
Once visitors find they have arrived there 
are approximately 60,000 motel and hotel 
rooms available in properties ranging from 
five-star resorts in Scottsdale to genteel bed 
and breakfast inns to sleek business hotels 
in downtown Phoenix. The airport system 
includes Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport, which is the eleventh busiest in the 
country for passengers and takeoffs and 
landings. Nearby Deer Valley and Goodyear 
airports are also busy, and contribute to the 
more than 400,000 jobs that are provided by 
the Phoenix airport system.

COMMUNITIES IN THE AREA
Just as Phoenix is the hub of commercial 
activity in the Southwest, it has also 
become the center around which more 
than twenty communities have grown in an 
area collectively known as the “Valley of the 
Sun.” Some of the Valley communities are 
well known beyond the Arizona state line: 
Scottsdale is a popular resort destination, 
Tempe is the home of Arizona State 
University, Paradise Valley is a town as 
idyllic as its name, and Sun City is home to 
active retirees. Two communities with large 
populations that deserve a second look are 
Mesa and Glendale, the state’s third and 
fourth largest cities after Phoenix and Tucson. 
Just to the southeast, Chandler and Gilbert 
are becoming well known magnets for both 
young families and high-tech manufacturing 
firms. Located above the Valley to the 
northeast in the McDowell Mountains and 
only fifteen minutes from the nearest city is 
Fountain Hills, prized by its residents for its 
solitude. The sister communities of Cave 
Creek and Carefree to the north comprise 

another secluded area, with rustic ranch 
spreads and million-dollar adobe homes. 
The West Valley communities of Peoria, 
Avondale, Tolleson and Litchfield Park offer 
family-oriented lifestyles and affordable 
housing. The outlying farming communities of 
Goodyear, Buckeye and Surprise are rapidly 
mirroring the expansion of the closer- in 
West Valley communities. To meet the strong 
demand for new homes in Phoenix and the 
Central Arizona area, homebuilders have 
had to keep up with demand. Shea Homes 
is a leading Arizona builder and winner 
of numerous local and national awards, 
including the Professional Builder of the Year 
and America’s Bes Builder awards. Shea 
Homes was ranked “Highest in Customer 
Satisfaction among New Home Builders in 
Phoenix.” It should come as no surprise, 
then, that Shea Homes has designed homes 
in more than 32 neighborhoods throughout 
the  region, from Chandler and Maricopa to 
Gilbert and Peoria. Neighborhoods featuring 
homes built by Shea Homes include the 
exceptionally desirable masterplanned 
communities of Tortosa and Rancho Mirage 
in Maricopa, Old Stone Ranch and Avalon 
in Chandler, Seville Golf & Country Club 
in Gilbert, Sierra Pointe at Canyon Trails 
in Goodyear, Encanterra in San Tan Valley, 
and Vistancia in Peoria. Choices range from 
attainably priced homes for first-time buyers 
to a relaxing setting for the 55+ community 
to grand-scale residences of incomparable 
spaciousness and luxury, representing the 
full spectrum of new homes in Phoenix and 
the surrounding area.

FINDING THAT DREAM HOME
With the constant influx of newcomers to 
Phoenix and the Valley of the Sun come new 
ideas and new ambitions, creating a vibrant 
atmosphere that frees people to pursue 
their vision of the American Dream. Finding 
a place to live is one of the most exciting 
e periences a newcomer to the Phoenix 
area can have. With the help of a trained 
real estate professional, those new to the 
area can be assured of making an informed 
decision about one of the most important 
investments ever made in their lives – the 
purchase of a home. Realtors can be found 
through recommendations from friends, 
coworkers, family, contacting your local 
board of realtors and more importantly – the 
partners and realty companies represented 
in this publication. Using a realtor’s expertise 
and knowledge to become educated about 
the Phoenix area and the amenities offered 
in the different neighborhoods will go a 
long way toward making the house-hunting 
experience an enjoyable one.



Arizona Science Center

600 East Washington St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-716-2000  |  azscience.org

The Arizona Science Center is home to more than 300 hands-on exhibits. This popular four-story museum designed 
by Antoine Predock’s planetarium has undergone a major renovation and has a new seamless dome. The IMAX theatre 
with its giant screen is an ideal setting for watching the latest 3D movie.

Arizona State Capitol Museum and Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza

1700 W. Washington St., Phoenix 85007  |  602-936-3620  |  azlibrary.gov/azcm

Check out the old home of the Arizona Legislature, and view memorials to
veterans of different wars as well as the extraordinary murals depicting Arizona’s
history and its progress from a U.S. territory to a state.

Deer Valley Petroglyph Preserve

3711 W. Deer Valley Rd., Phoenix 85308  |  623-582-8007  |  shesc.asu.edu/dvpp

This archaeology museum and 47-acre Sonoran Desert preserve is home to the largest concentration of Native 
American petroglyphs in the Phoenix area. The museum is open to the public and serves at the primary space for the 
Center of Archaeology and Society.

Desert Botanical Garden

1201 N. Galvin Pkwy., Phoenix 85008  |  480-941-1225  |  dbg.org

The Desert Botanical Garden reveals that the Sonoran Desert is home to its own kind of Eden and is filled with native 
trees, succulents, cacti, grasses, shrubs and flowers. Walk along one of the four trails that cross these gardens 
dedicated to the flora of the Southwest, and explore a new world of desert beauty. Rare desert plants, endangered 
desert plants and threatened desert plant species are all on display.

Fountain Hills Botanical Garden

11300 N. Fountain Hills Blvd., Fountain Hills 85268  |  480-816-5100  |  fh.az.gov

The Fountain Hills Botanical Garden was founded by Jane Haynes in 1975 as a wildlife preserve and garden. The 
Garden is 8 acres with an elevation ranging from 1,696 to 1,800 feet. Visitors can spot 29 SonoranDesert plants along 
the half-mile trail that’s located on desert slopes. The trail provides views of rock formations, desert flora, animal life and 
an abandoned P-Bar Ranch campsite next to the April 25, 1941 constructed dam wall. Free admission.

L E I S U R E  &  R E C R E AT I O N



Goldfield Ghost Town & Mine Tours
4650 N. Mammoth Mine Rd., Apache Junction 85119  |  480-983-0333;  |  goldfieldghosttown.com
Revisit the boomtown days of Goldfield during the 1890s, when a gold strike made Goldfield a lively mining 
town. Visitors can explore shops and historic buildings, tour the Mammoth Gold Mine, pan for gold, and ride the 
state’s only operating narrowgauge railroad to take a short tour of the area. Staged gunfights on the weekends 
from November through April complete the picture of life in the Old West.

Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting

6101 E. Van Buren St., Phoenix 85008  |  602-275-3473  |  hallofflame.org

The Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting is the world’s largest museum dedicated to firefighters. Housed in a 
warehouse building and sponsored by the National Historical Fire Foundation, the museum features six large 
exhibit galleries featuring restored and vintage firefighting equipment circa 1725 to 1969.

Heard Museum

2301 N. Central Ave., Phoenix 85004  |  602-252-8840  |  heard.org

The Heard Museum is internationally acclaimed for its collection of Native American fine arts, artifacts and 
crafts, with special emphasis on the people of the Southwest. The museum also features an Nichols Sculpture 
Garden, 12 exhibition galleries, amphitheater and an auditorium.

Heritage Square

113 N. Sixth St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-261-8063  |  heritagesquarephx.org

A trip downtown offers the chance to step back in time. Visit the pedestrian-only block Photo courtesy of Visit 
Phoenix of restored Victorian homes that comprise the only residential structures left of the original town of 
Phoenix. The homes are open to the public. The Rosson House is a restored 1895 Queen Anne Victorian house 
that offers glimpses of lifestyles of early Phoenix families. Nobuo at the Teeter House is a popular restaurant 
helmed by James Beard award-winning chef Nobuo Fukuda.

L. Alan Cruikshank River of Time Museum

12901 N. La Montana Dr., Fountain Hills 85268  |  480-837-2612  |  rotmuseum.org

The River of Time Museum leads visitors through creative, informative exhibits that
recount the captivating past of the Lower Verde Valley through water.

Mystery Castle

800 E. Mineral Rd., Phoenix 85040  |  602-268-1581  |  .mymysterycastle.com

Built in the foothills of South Mountain Park in the 1930s from auto parts, old bricks and pieces of granite, 
the Mystery Castle has been named a Phoenix Point of Pride. Visitors can explore the 18 rooms of his bizarre 
structure created as an expression of a father’s love for his daughter.



Out of Africa Wildlife Park

3505 W. SR-260., Camp Verde 86322  |  928-567-2840  |  outofafricapark.com

Four animal shows, tours and more await visitors here at Out of Africa Wildlife Park, where animals may be seen in a 
garden-like setting. View big cats such as rare white tigers and lions, while other park inhabitants include bears, wolves 
and exotic birds. Family-friendly activities include safari jeep tours for up-close and personal viewing of exotic animals.

Phoenix Art Museum

1625 N. Central Ave., Phoenix 85004  |  602-257-1880  |  phxart.org

The Phoenix Art Museum boasts of a collection of more than 18,000 pieces of art from several centuries representing 
important art eras and styles, all housed within the museum’s acclaimed galleries featuring exciting and groundbreaking 
exhibitions from around the world.

Phoenix Police Museum

17 S. Second Ave., Phoenix 85003 |  602-534-7278 |  phoenixpolicemuseum.com

The Phoenix Police Museum features an array of displays and equipment used to keep the peace by police officers—
from a 1919 police car to a three-wheeled motorcycle used by meter readers. One highlight here includes a crossbeam 
from one of the World Trade Center towers attacked on Sept. 11, 2001 and on permanent display as part of the 
museum’s 9-11 memorial.

Phoenix Zoo

455 N. Galvin Pkwy., Phoenix 85008 |  602-286-3800 |  phoenixzoo.org

Come spend the day at Papago Park, home of the Phoenix Zoo. At 125 acres and more than 3,000 animals, the Phoenix 
Zoo is the largest privately owned nonprofit zoo in the country with exhibits designed to closely recreate the animals’ 
natural habitats. Of special note are the zoo’s four trails: The Tropics Trail offers birdwatching,the Africa Trail features 
tigers, lions andelephants, the Children’s Discovery Trail and Harmony Farm offer views of farm animals and the Arizona 
Trail showcases Arizona’s native animals.

Taliesin West

12621 Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Scottsdale 85259  |  480-627-5340  |  franklloydwright.org

Taliesin West was the winter home of Frank Lloyd Wright from 1937 until his death in 1959, and is a perfect example of 
Wright’s ability to create living space that meshes naturally with its surroundings. Surrounded by suburban development, 
Taliesin West is one of the few estates in the Phoenix metropolitan area that has preserved desert, mountain and open 
space for the benefit of its undergraduate and graduate programs in Architecture, K-12 students, scholars and visitors. 
Guided tours are available to those who want to experience Wright’s genius of architectural design.

L E I S U R E  &  R E C R E AT I O N



Performance Venues

Ak-Chin Pavilion 
2121 N. 83rd Avenue 
602-254-7200

Arizona Opera 1
636 N. Central Avenue
602-266-7464
azopera.com

Ballet Arizona 
2835 E. Washington Street
602-381-1096
balletaz.org

Black Theatre Troupe 
1333 E. Washington Street
602-258-8129
blacktheatretroupe.org

Chandler Center for the Arts 
250 N. Arizona Avenue, Chandler
480-782-2680
chandlercenter.org

Evelyn Smith Music Theater 
50 E. Gammage Parkway, Tempe
480-965-3371
music.asu.edu

Fountain Hills Theater 
11445 N. Saguaro Blvd., Fountain Hills
480-837-9661
fhct.org

Grady Gammage 
Memorial Auditorium 
1200 W. Forest Avenue, Tempe 
480-965-3434
asugammage.com

Herberger Theater Center 
222 E. Monroe Street
602-254-7399
herbergertheater.org

Kerr Cultural Center 
6110 N. Scottsdale Road., Scottsdale
480-596-2660
asukerr.com

Lyceum Theatre 
901 S. Forest Mall, Tempe
480-965-5337
tours.asu.edu/tempe

Mesa Encore Theatre 
1 E. Main Street, Mesa
480-834-9500
mesaencoretheatre.com

Orpheum Theatre 
203 W. Adams Street

602-495-7139
fotophx.org

Phoenix Theatre 
100 E. McDowell Road

602-254-2151
phoenixtheatre.com

Queen Creek 
Performing Arts Center 

22149 E. Ocotillo Road, Queen Creek
480-987-7469

qcpac.com

Stagebrush Theatre 
7020 E. 2nd Street, Tempe 

480-949-7529

Symphony of the Southwest 
213 N. Morris, Scottsdale

480-827-2143
symphonyofthesouthwest.org

The Arizona Theatre Company 
222 E. Monroe Street., Mesa

602-256-6995
aztheatreco.org

The Scottsdale Philharmonic 
13430 N. Scottsdale Road. Ste 300

480-945-8071
scottsdalephilharmonic.com

Tempe Center for the Arts 
700 W. Rio Salado Pkwy., Scottsdale

480-350-2822
tempecenterforthearts.com

Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum 
1826 W. McDowell Road

602-252-6771

Wells Fargo Arena
600 E. Veterans Way, Tempe

480-727-0000

Apache Gold Casino 
777 Geronimo Spring Blvd Cutter 

800-272-2438

BlueWater Casino 
11222 Resort Drive Parker 

888-243-3360

Bucky’s Casino 
1500 E. Hwy. 69 Prescott 

800-756-8744

Casino Arizona at Salt River 
524 N. 92nd St. Scottsdale 

480-850-7777

Casino Arizona at Talking Stick 
9700 E. Indian Bend Rd. Scottsdale 

480-850-7777

Cliff Castle Casino 
555 W. Middle Verde Rd. Camp Verde 

800-381-7568

Cocopah Casino 
15138 S. Avenue B Somerton 

800-237-5687

Desert Diamond
1100 W. Pima Rd. Sahuartia 

866-332-9467

Fort McDowell Casino 
10424 N. Fort McDowell Rd. Fountain Hills 

800-843-3678

Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino 
15406 Maricopa Rd. Maricopa 

480-802-5000

Hon-Dah Casino 
777 Hwy. 260 Pinetop 

923-369-0299

Lone Butte Casino-Gila River 
1077 S. Kyrene Rd. Chandler 

800-946-4452

Mazatzal Casino 
Hwy. 87, Mile Marker 251 Payson 

800-777-7529

Paradise Casino 
540 Quechan Dr. Yuma 

888-777-4946

Vee Quiva Casino-Gila River 
15091 S. Komatke Ln. Laveen 

800-946-4452

Wild Horse Pass Casino-Gila River 
5040 Wild Horse Pass Chandler 

800-946-4452

Yavapai Gaming Center 
1505 E. Hwy. 69 Prescott 

800-756-8744

CASINOS & 
GAME CENTERS



BASEBALL 
Arizona Diamondbacks

401 E. Jefferson St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-514-8400  |  arizona.diamondbacks.mlb.com

Buy some peanuts and Cracker Jack, and get in on the pro-baseball action with the Arizona Diamondbacks when they 
play in Chase Field. The Arizona Diamondbacks franchise began in 1998. The team won its first World Series in 2001, 
when the D-Backs defeated the New York Yankees in game seven.

Cactus League Baseball

120 N. Center St., Mesa 85201  |  cactusleague.com

An Arizona springtime tradition for more than 50 years, the Cactus League has grown to include 15 teams playing in 
10 different facilities throughout the state during baseball training season. Games are scheduled throughout the end 
of February and most of March. See the Cactus League Spring Training chart for more details regarding teams and 
locations, and visit the Cactus League website for game information.

BASKETBALL
Phoenix Suns

Talking Stick Resort Arena
201 E. Jefferson St  |  Phoenix 85004  |  602-379-2000  |  nba.com/suns

From a rocky start when the franchise first began in 1968, the Phoenix Suns have since assembled a top-notch roster 
that over the years has included Shaquille O’Neal, Charles Barkley and Steve Nash. The Phoenix Suns are part of the 
Pacific Division of the Western Conference in the National Basketball Association.

Phoenix Mercury

201 E. Jefferson St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-252-9622  |  mercury.wnba.com

Named for the closest planet to the sun, the Phoenix Mercury began in 1997 as one of the eight original teams of the 
Women’s National Basketball Association. The Phoenix Mercury play from the end of May through August.

Arizona State University Sun Devils

Wells Fargo Arena
600 E. Veterans Way; Tempe 85281  |  480-965-3482  |  thesundevils.com

Put on that maroon and gold T-shirt, and get out to the Wells Fargo Arena to support the Arizona State University Sun
Devils as both the men’s and women’s basketball teams compete in the Pac-12 Conference Division.

S P O R T S  &  AT H L E T I C S



FOOTBALL
Arizona Cardinals

University of Phoenix Stadium
1 Cardinals Dr.,; Glendale 85305  |  602-379-0102  |  azcardinals.com

The Arizona Cardinals are the oldest, continuously operated pro sports franchise (established in 1898!), and are members 
of the Western Division of the National Football Conference in the National Football League. The Cardinals hosted and 
won their first NFC Championship game in 2009 against the Philadelphia Eagles and went on to play in Super Bowl XLIII.

Fiesta Bowl

University of Phoenix Stadium
1 Cardinals Drive, Glendale 85305  |  480-350-0911  |  iestabowl.com

Since 1971, college football teams have competed in the Fiesta Bowl. Originally held in Tempe, Arizona before moving
to its current home at the University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale in 2007.

Arizona State University Sun Devils

Sun Devil Stadium
500 E. Veterans Way; Tempe 85287  |  480-965-3482  |  thesundevils.com

Get in on the Pac-12 Conference action with the Arizona State University’s Sun Devils football team as they compete  in 
the NCAA Division I. Home games are played in the Sun Devil Stadium.

Arizona Rattlers – Indoor Football

Talking Stick Resort Arena
201 E. Jefferson St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-514-8383  |  azrattlers.com

The Arizona Rattlers have been playing in Arizona since 1992. In February 2017, the Arizona Rattlers began its season by 
moving from the Arena Football League to the Indoor Football League.

HOCKEY
Phoenix Coyotes

Gila River Arena
9400 W. Maryland Avenue, Glendale 85305  |  480-563-7825  |  nhl.com/coyotes/

Hockey fans can catch all the action watching Phoenix Coyotes take the ice at the Gila River Arena, a multi-purpose sports 
and entertainment center. The Phoenix Coyotes compete in the National Hockey League.



S P O R T S  &  AT H L E T I C S

HORSE RACING
Turf Paradise

1501 West Bell Rd.; Phoenix 85023  |  602-942-1101  |  turfparadise.com

October through May catch live thoroughbred racing and betting on simulcast races are featured at Turf Paradise, one of the 
Southwest’s premier racing facilities including a clubhouse, dining and a picnic area complete with a playground. In addition 
to the racing action, visitors can enjoy the tranquil beauty of the track’s olive grove, floral gardens, lakes and waterfall.

GREYHOUND RACING
Phoenix Greyhound Park

3801 E. Washington St., Phoenix 85034  |  602-273-7181  |  phoenixgreyhoundpark.com

Year-round racing can be enjoyed from the climate-controlled comfort of the glass-enclosed grandstand with a great view of 
the action at the Phoenix Greyhound Park. This track has clubhouse dining and several lounges where spectators can relax.

AUTO RACING
Wild Horse Pass Raceway

20000 S. Maricopa Rd., Chandler 85226  |  520-796-5601  |  racewildhorse.net

On most Friday nights, the sound of drag racing, funny cars and jet dragsters can be heard at one or another of the three 
tracks at Wild Horse Pass Raceway. The Wild Horse Pass Raceway hosts National Hot Rod Association drag races.

Phoenix International Raceway

7602 S. Avondale Blvd.., Avondale 85323  |  623-463-5400  |  phoenixraceway.com

The Phoenix International Raceway has been described as the fastest one-mile oval in the world, and is the place to be for 
excitement during the IndyCar races and the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series, held every spring and fall.

GOLF
Waste Management Phoenix Open

Tournament Players Club
17020 N. Hayden Rd., Scottsdale 85255  |  wmphoenixopen.com

One of the Valley’s biggest events of the year, the Waste Management Phoenix Open usually attracts more than 700,000 
spectators annually in late January/early February. The stadium course located next to the Scottsdale Princess Resort offers 
excellent opportunities for catching the action, with events including celebrity sightings, a junior golf clinic and Pro-Am events.

The Valley of the Sun has more than 200 golf courses and is home to some of the best courses in the country. 
SEE GOLF DIRECTORY ON THE NEXT PAGES



TENNIS
Tennis is also a popular pastime with over 800 courts across the Valley. Call area city parks department for the location 
of public, school and park courts. Listed below are a few of the top-rated Tennis Centers in the Valley.

Phoenix Tennis      Mountain View Tennis Centers

6330 N. 21st Ave., Phoenix  |  602-249-3712  1104 E. Grovers Ave., Phoenix  |  602-534-2500

Kiwanis Recreation Center    Gene Autry Sports Complex

6111 S. All-American Way, Tempe  |  480-350-5201  4125 E. McKellips Rd., Mesa  |  602-644-3874

SWIMMING
Big Surf

1500 N. McClintock Dr., Tempe 85281  |  480-994-2297  |  bigsurffun.com

Although much of Arizona is considered arid or semi-arid, the Metro Phoenix area has a 2.5-acre “ocean.” Big Surf offers 
swimming, one of the largest wave pools in the country, surfing, and boogie boarding.

Wet ‘n’ Wild Phoenix

4243 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd., Glendale 85310  |  623-201-2000  |  wetnwildphoenix.com

One of Arizona’s largest water parks, Wet ‘n’ Wild Phoenix, is situated on 35 acres. Highlights include the not-so-lazy Crazy
Cactus Roaring River, seven water slides, two pools and three children’s areas.

Golfland-Sunsplash

155 W. Hampton Ave., Mesa 85210  |  480-834-8319  |  golfland.com

Sunsplash is a 12-acre family action park featuring water slides, a giant wave pool, a kiddie pool and a river for rafting and 
tubing. In addition to the fun on the water, three miniature golf courses, bumper boats, race cars and a video arcade with more 
than 200 games provide a full day of amusement. 

Kiwanis Recreation Center

6111 S. All America Way, Tempe 85283  |  480-350-5201

Open year-round, the Kiwanis Recreation Center has an indoor heated wave pool with a giant water slide. Tennis courts and 
a gymnasium are also part of the complex.

Salt River Tubing & Recreation

9200 N. Bush Hwy., Mesa 85215  |  saltrivertubing.com

To spend a relaxing day, enjoying the sun and floating down the Salt River, head for Salt River Tubing and Recreation in Mesa. 
Tube rentals and shuttle bus service are available starting in May.



G O L F  D I R E C T O R Y

COURSE   CITY  PHONE  WEBSITE   Holes/Par

Desert Forest G.C.   Carefree  480-488-4589  desertforestgolfclub.com 18/72

Tatum Ranch G.C.   Cave Creek  480-585-2399  tatumranchgc.com   18/72

Sheraton San Marcos C.C.  Chandler  480-963-3358  sanmarcosgolfresort.com  18/72

FireRock C.C.    Fountain Hills  480-836-8100  firerockcc.com    18/72

Arrowhead C.C.    Glendale  623-561-9600  arrowheadccaz.com   18/72

Alta Mesa C. C.    Mesa   480-827-9411  altamesagolf.com   18/72

Apache Wells C.C.   Mesa   480-830-4725  apachewellscountryclub.com  18/71

Fountain of the Sun   Mesa   480-986-3128  foscc-az.com    18/62

Leisure World C.C.   Mesa   480-634-4370  golf.lwca.com   18/73

Mesa C.C.    Mesa   480-964-1797  mesacountryclub.com   18/72

Red Mountain Ranch C.C.  Mesa   480-985-0285  rmrcc.com    18/72

Paradise Valley C.C.   Paradise Valley  602-952-7232  paradisevalleycc.com   18/72

Arizona C.C.    Phoenix  480-889-1529  azcountryclub.com   18/72

Moon Valley C.C.   Phoenix  602-942-1278  moonvalleycc.com   18/72

Phoenix C.C.    Phoenix  602-263-5208  phoenixcc.org    18/71

Rio Verde C.C.    Rio Verde  480-471-9420  rioverdecc.com    18/72

Ancala C.C.    Scottsdale  480-391-1000  ncalacc.com    18/72

Desert Highlands G.C.   Scottsdale  480-585-7444  deserthighlandsscottsdale.com  18/72 

Desert Mountain G.C.  Scottsdale  800-362-5827 desertmountain.com   18/72

Estancia Club    Scottsdale  480-473-4400  estanciaclub.com   18/72

Pinnacle Peak Golf & C.C. Scottsdale  480-585-0385  pp-cc.org    18/72

Terravita    Scottsdale  480-488-7962  terravita.com    18/72

PRIVATE COURSES
G.C. = Golf Course   C.C. = Country Club



Troon Golf & C.C.  Scottsdale  480-585-4310  trooncc.com    18/72

Gainey Ranch Golf Club   Scottsdalle  480-951-0022  gaineyranchcc.com   09/36

PalmBrook C.C.    Sun City  623-977-8583  palmbrookgolf.com   18/72

Quail Run G.C. (SP)   Sun City  623-876-3035  sunaz.com    09/31

Riverview G.C. (SP)   Sun City  623-876-3025  sunaz.com    18/72

Sun City C.C.    Sun City  623-933-1353  suncitycountryclub.org   18/72

Sun City Lakes East (SP)   Sun City  623-561-4600  sunaz.com    18/60

Sun City Lakes West (SP)  Sun City  623-561-4600 sunaz.com    18/72

Sun City North G.C. (SP)   Sun City  623-876-3010  sunaz.com    18/72 

Sun City South G.C. (SP)   Sun City  623-876-3015  sunaz.com    18/72

Union Hills C.C.    Sun City  623-974-5888 unionhillscc.com   18/72

Willowcreek G.C. (SP)   Sun City  623-876-3030  suncitygolfing.com   18/72

Briarwood C.C.    Sun City West  623-584-5301 briarwoodcc.com   18/72

Echo Mesa G.C.    Sun City West  623-544-6014 suncitywestgolf.com   18/60

Grandview G.C.    Sun City West  623-544-6013  suncitywestgolf.com   18/72

Hillcrest G.C.    Sun City West  623-584-1500  hillcrestgolfclub.com   18/72

Pebblebrook G.C.   Sun City West  623-544-6010  rcscw.com    18/72

Stardust G.C.    Sun City West  623-544-6012 rcscw.com    18/60

Trail Ridge G.C.    Sun City West  623-544-6015  rcscw.com    18/72

Cottonwood C.C.   Sun Lakes  480-895-9449  cottonwoodpaloverde.com  18/72

Palo Verde C.C.   Sun Lakes  480-895-0300  cottonwoodpaloverde.com  18/62

Sun Lakes C.C.    Sun Lakes 480-895-9274  sunaz.com    18/60



G O L F  D I R E C T O R Y

COURSE   CITY  PHONE  WEBSITE   Holes/Par

The Boulders Club (R)   Carefree  480-488-9028  thebouldersclub.com  18/72

Dove Valley    Cave Creek  480-473-1444  dovevalleyranch.com   18/72

Rancho Mañana Golf Club (R)  Cave Creek  480-488-0398  ranchomanana.com   18/70

Bear Creek G. C.   Chandler  480-883-8200  bearcreekaz.com   18/71

Ironwood C. C.    Chandler  480-895-0614 sunlakesofarizona.com  18/67

Lone Tree G. C.    Chandler  480-219-0831  lonetreegolf18.com   18/71

Ocotillo Golf Resort   Chandler  888-624-8899  ocotillogolf.com   18/72

Sheraton San Marcos C. C. (R)  Chandler  480-963-3358 sanmarcosgolfresort.com  18/72

SunBird Golf Resort (R)   Chandler  480-883-0820      18/66

Whirlwind G.C.    Chandler  480-940-1500  whirlwindgolf.com   18/72

Desert Canyon Golf Club  Fountain Hills  480-837-1173  desertcanyongolf.com   18/71

SunRidge Canyon G.C.   Fountain Hills  800-562-5178  sunridgegolf.com   18/71

The G.C. at Eagle Mountain  Fountain Hills  866-863-1234  eaglemtn.com    18/71

We Ko Pa Golf Course   Fountain Hills  480-836-9000  wekopa.com    18/72

Kokopelli Golf Resort (R)  Gilbert   480-926-3589  kokopelligc.com   18/72

Trilogy G.C.    Gilbert   480-988-0004  trilogygolfclub.com   18/71

Western Skies Golf Club   Gilbert   480-545-8542 westernskiesgolf.com   18/72

Adobe Dam Family G.C.  Glendale  623-581-2800  adobedamfamilygolfcenter.com  9/31

Bellair G.C.    Glendale  602-978-0330  bellairgolf.com    18/59

Glen Lakes G.C.    Glendale  623-930-1111  glenlakesgolfaz.com   9/33

Legends At Arrowhead   Glendale  623-561-1902  legendatarrowhead.com   18/72

Eagles Nest Golf Club   Goodyear  623-935-6750  robson.com    18/72

PUBLIC COURSES
G.C. = Golf Course   C.C. = Country Club



COURSE   CITY  PHONE  WEBSITE   Holes/Par

Palm Valley G.C.   Goodyear  800-475-2978  palmvalleygolf.com   18/62

Tres Rios @ Estrella Mountain Goodyear 623-932-3714 estrella-golf.com   18/71

Wigwam Golf Resort (R)   Litchfield Park  623-935-9414  wigwamgolf.com   18/72

Arizona Golf Resort   Mesa   480-832-3202  azgolfresort.com   18/71

Desert Sands G.C.  Mesa   480-832-0210  desertsandsgc.com   18/65

Dobson Ranch G.C.   Mesa   480-644-4181  dobsonranchgolfcourse.com  18/72

Dreamland Villa G.C.   Mesa   480-985-6591  dreamlandvillagc.com   9/31

Freedom G.C.   Mesa   480-969-0377  freedomgolfcourse.com   9/29

Las Sendas Golf Club   Mesa   480-396-4000  assendas.com    18/71

Longbow G.C.    Mesa   480-807-5400  longbowgolf.com   18/70

Painted Mountain G.C.   Mesa   480-832-0156  paintedmountaingolf.com  18/70

Riverview G.C.   Mesa   480-644-3515  riverviewgolfcourse.com  9/36

Royal Palms G.C.  Mesa   480-964-1709  royalpalmsgolfcourse.com  9/30

Sunland Village East Golf Club  Mesa   480-986-4079  svegolf.com    18/62

Sunland Village Golf Club  Mesa   480-832-3691  sunlandvillagegolfcourse.com  18/62

Superstition Springs Golf Club  Mesa   480-985-5622  superstitionspringsgc.com  18/72

Toka Sticks Golf Course  Mesa   480-988-9405  tokasticksgolf.com   18/72

Viewpoint Golf Resort (R)  Mesa   888-527-4004  viewpointgolfresort.com   18/71

The 500 Club   Glendale 623-492-9500  the500club.com    18/72

Camelback Golf Club   Paradise Valley  480-596-7050  marriott.com    18/72

Peoria Pines    Peoria   623-972-1364  peoriapines.com   18/63

The Lakes at Westbrook Village  Peoria   623-566-3439  westbrookvillagegolf.com  18/71

The Vistas Golf Club   Peoria   623-566-1633  westbrookvillagegolfclub.com  18/72

Ahwatukee Country Club  Phoenix  480-893-9772  ahwatukeegolf.com   18/72

Arizona Biltmore G.C.   Phoenix  602-955-9655  azbiltmoregc.com   18/72

Cave Creek G.C.   Phoenix  602-866-8076 phoenix.gov/parks/golf  18/72

Club West    Phoenix  480-460-4400  clubwestgolf.com   18/72

Continental G.C.   Phoenix  480-941-1585  continentalgc.com   18/60

Encanto Nine G.C.   Phoenix  602-262-6870  phoenix.gov/golf   9/30

Encanto Park G.C.   Phoenix  602-253-3963 phoenix.gov/parks/golf  18/70

Foothills Golf Club   Phoenix  480-460-4653  thefoothillsgc.com   18/72

Grand Canyon University G.C. Phoenix  866-865-4653  phoenix.gov/golf   18/72

Lakes At Ahwatukee G.C.  Phoenix  480-893-3004 golflink.com/golf-courses 18/60

Legacy Golf Resort (R)   Phoenix  888-828-3673  golflegacyresort.com   18/72

Marriotts Wildfire G.C. (R)  Phoenix  888-705-7775  wildfiregolf.com    18/71

Palo Verde G.C.    Phoenix  602-249-9930 phoenix.gov/golf   9/30

Papago G.C.    Phoenix  602-275-8428  papagogolfcourse.net   18/72

Paradise Valley Park G.C.  Phoenix  602-992-7190  paradisevalleygc.com   18/61



G O L F  D I R E C T O R Y

COURSE   CITY  PHONE  WEBSITE   Holes/Par

Pointe at Lookout Mountain (R)  Phoenix  602-866-6356  pointehilton.com  18/72

Stonecreek Golf Club   Phoenix  602-953-9111  stonecreekgc.com  18/71

The Raven G.C. at S. Mountain  Phoenix   602-243-3636  ravenphx.com   18/72

Villa de Paz G.C.   Phoenix  623-877-1171  villadepazgolf.com  18/72

Johnson Ranch Golf Club  Queen Creek  480-987-9800  johnsonranchgc.com  18/72

Las Colinas Golf Club   Queen Creek  480-987-3633  lascolinasgolfclub.com  18/71

The Links at Queen Creek  Queen Creek  480-987-1910  linksqueencreekgolfclub.com 18/70

Tonto Verde Golf Club   Rio Verde  480-471-2710 tontoverde.org 18/72

Verde River G.C.   Rio Verde  800-233-7103  verdesrivergolf.com 18/72

Coronado G.C.   Scottsdale  480-947-8364  coronadogolfscottsdale.com 9/31

Grayhawk Golf Club   Scottsdale  480-502-1800  grayhawkgolf.com 18/72

Kierland Golf Club (Acacia)  Scottsdale  480-922-9283 kierlandgolf.com 9/36

Legend Trail Golf Club   Scottsdale  480-488-7434 legendtrailgc.com 18/72

McCormick Ranch Golf Club (R)  Scottsdale  480-948-0260 mccormickranchgolf.com 18/72

McDowell Mountain Golf Club  Scottsdale  480-502-8200  sanctuarygolf.com 18/71

Mountain Shadows Golf Club  Scottsdale  800-782-2123  mountainshadowsgolfclub.com 18/56

Orange Tree Golf Club (R)  Scottsdale  800-228-0386  orangetreegolfcourse.com 18/72

Scottsdale Silverado   Scottsdale  480-778-0100  scottsdalesilveradogolfclub.com 18/70

Starfire C.C. at Scottsdale Scottsdale  480-948-6000  starfiregolfglub.com  18/70

Talking Stick G.C.   Scottsdale  480-860-2221  talkingstickgolfclub.com  18/70

The Phoenician Golf Club (R)  Scottsdale  480-423-2450  golfthephoenician.com  9/35

TPC of Scottsdale   Scottsdale  888-400-4001  tpc.com    18/71

Troon North G.C.   Scottsdale  888-876-6687  troonnorthgolf.com  18/71

Oakwood Golf Club   Sun Lakes  480-895-1159  sunlakesofarizona.com   9/36

AZ Traditions G. C.   Surprise  623-584-4000  arizonatraditionsgolfclub.com  18/70

Cimarron Golf Club  Surprise  623-975-5654 arizonagolf.com/courses/cimarron 18/72

Coyote Lakes G. C.   Surprise  623-566-2323  coyotelakesgolfclub.com  18/71

Sun Village Resort & Golf Club  Surprise  623-584-5774  sunvillage.org    18/54

ASU-Karsten Golf Course  Tempe   480-921-8070 asukarsten.com 18/70

Ken McDonald Golf Course  Tempe   480-350-5250 tempemensclub.com/course.html 18/72

Rolling Hills Golf Course   Tempe   480-350-5275  golftempeaz.com   18/62

Shalimar Golf Course   Tempe   480-838-0488 shalimarcountryclub.com  9/33

PUBLIC COURSES - II
G.C. = Golf Course   C.C. = Country Club





M O N U M E N T S  &  N AT I O N A L  PA R K S

Canyon de Chelly National Monument is near Chinle 
on the Navajo Reservation. Five periods of Indian culture 
are represented in these fascinating cliff dwellers’ ruins 
situated within red sandstone walls. From Phoenix: 314 
miles northeast. 

Casa Grande Ruins National Monument is off AZ 87 
in Coolidge. A four-story structure, built by the Hohokam 
Indians over 650 years ago, represents the best of Hohokam 
architecture. Village sites and irrigation canals are evident. 
From Phoenix: 50 miles southeast.

Chiricahua National Monument, I-10 to AZ 186, features 
the “Wonderland of Rocks” – giant formations carved by 
nature from volcanic rock. This is land was once controlled 
by Apaches under chief Cochise. From Phoenix: 229 miles 
southeast. 

The Grand Canyon National Park is one of the seven 
wonders of the world and is absolutely breathtaking. The 
Colorado River runs through the canyon which is 277 miles 
long and averages 10 miles in width. The South Rim is open 
year-round while heavy snows close the North Rim during 
late October until mid-May. There are numerous nature trails 
and viewing points plus the Tusayan Ruin and Museum (a 
small prehistoric pueblo), the Yavapai Geology Museum, 
which offers regional, geological exhibits and the Visitor 
Center. From Phoenix: 225 miles north.

Marble Canyon is on the Colorado River, marks the 
beginning of the Grand Canyon and has nearly vertical walls, 
some 3,000 feet high. From Phoenix: 270 miles north.

Montezuma Castle National Monument, off I-17, is a 
five-story cliff dwelling with 20 rooms, built by the Sinagua 
Indians. It is considered to be one of the best-preserved 
dwellings of its kind in the country. Visitors can check out 
displays of artifacts found in the area at the Visitor Center. 
From Phoenix: 96 miles north.

Navajo National Monument, off US 160, is the site of the 
largest of Arizona’s cliff dwellings, which are the remains of 
the Anasazi Indian culture from the 13th century. Located on 
the Navajo Reservation, the most accessible ruin – Betatakin 
– had 135 rooms. From Phoenix: 280 miles northeast.

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument is off AZ 85. 
This section of the Sonoran Desert is the primary location of 
the organ pipe cactus. Other varieties of cactus and desert 
plants also contribute to the beauty of this monument. From 
Phoenix: 128 miles southwest.

Petrified Forest National Park, off I-40, features a high 
concentration of colorful petrified wood. There are five 
separate areas within the park for viewing the agatized wood. 
Special points of interest are: Agate Bridge – a petrified log 
that spans a 40footwide ravine; Newspaper Rock – bears 
Indian petroglyphs; Puerco Ruin – remains of an Anasazi 
pueblo; and Rainbow Forest Museum – contains polished 
petrified wood, crystals, minerals and fossils plus exhibits 
about the forest. A drive through the park offers scenic 
overlooks to view the Painted Desert – an area of sand 
and stone that displays colors at various elevations. From 
Phoenix: 252 miles northeast.

Pipe Spring National Monument is on the Kaibab-Paiute 
Indian Reservation off AZ 389. A preserved, 1870s-Mormon 
fort and other structures can be found here. From Phoenix: 
352 miles northwest.

Saguaro National Park comprises two areas – The Rincon 
Mountain District east of Tucson and the Tucson Mountain 
Unit west of Tucson that total 92,000 acres. The majority of 
the park is covered with stands of saguaro cacti. This area 
is beautiful in April and May when the cacti bloom. A Visitor 
Center contains plant and animal exhibits. From Phoenix: 
129 miles southeast.

Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument, off US 
89, is a volcanic cone – 1,000 feet high with shades of red, 
orange and yellow cinders leading to its summit –resembling 
a sunset. From Phoenix: 162 miles north.

Tonto National Monument, off AZ 88, is a 14th-century 
Salado Indian pueblo, visible from the Visitor Center. This 
two-story cliff dwelling is well preserved and a second 40-
room dwelling is also accessible by a ranger-led tour. From 
Phoenix: 108 miles east. 

Tumacacori National Monument, off I-19, was once 
a Pima Indian village which became a Spanish mission in 
1691 when Jesuit Father Kino arrived. The ruins of a massive 
adobe church which was never completed are here, along 
with a museum. From Phoenix: 162 miles southeast. 

Tuzigoot National Monument is north off AZ 279. The 
ruins of a 110-room pueblo are situated here on top of a 
limestone and sandstone ridge. The Visitor Center displays 
the artifacts excavated from the site. From Phoenix: 106 
miles north. 

Walnut Canyon National Monument is north off I-40. 
More than 300 Sinagua Indian cliff dwelling ruins from 1120 
A.D. are on ledges in a 350-foot-deep gorge. These single-
family dwellings are visible from the Visitor Center and a self-
guiding trail leads past 25 of them. From Phoenix: 152 miles 
north.

Wupatki National Monument is north off US 89. Hundreds 
of ruins, from the eleventh to the thirteenth centuries, are 
located in this large settlement built by ancestors of the Hopi 
Indians. The area was a farming community and was one of 
the most densely populated areas of northern Arizona. Self-
guiding trails run through this 35,693-acre monument. From 

Phoenix: 180 miles north.



HISTORICAL PARKS
Fort Verde State Historic Park is in Camp Verde on I-17. Three furnished 
officers’ quarters and the administration building of this fort along with 
historical military exhibits are on view. From Phoenix: 92miles north. 

Yuma Territorial Prison Museum & Park is in the city of Yuma off 
I-8. From 1876 to 1909 this historic prison housed some ofthe West’s 
worst criminals. Strap iron cells, crude bunk beds, ball and chains and the 
“hole” can be viewed inside the prison along with displays of the criminals’ 
histories.From Phoenix: 186 miles southwest.

Tombstone Courthouse State Historic Park is in the town of 
Tombstone off US 80. Built in 1882, during the wild west days of Wyatt Earp 
and Doc Holliday and surrounded by saloons, the O.K. Corral and Boot Hill, 
the courthouse is now a museum exhibiting artifacts of Tombstone’s lively 
past. From Phoenix: 185 miles southeast. 

Jerome State Historic Park is off US 89A in Jerome, a one-time copper 
mining town that has been restored. The park museum was a mansion 
designed to house visiting mine officials. Antique mining equipment and 
exhibits and the mansion are all on view. From Phoenix: 112 miles north.

Riordan Mansion State Historic Park is in Flagstaff at 406 West Riordan 
Road. This lavish 40-room mansion was home to the Riordan brothers, 
lumber and railroad tycoons. Visitors can see original furnishings, period 
antiques and personal family items during a guided tour. From Phoenix: 144 
miles north. 

McFarland Historical State Park is in Florence off US 89 and AZ 287. 
Named after former U.S. Senator, Arizona Governor and State Supreme 
Court Justice Ernest W. McFarland, the park features the first Pinal County 
courthouse which was later used as a hospital. Displays include a replica 
courtroom, hospital artifacts and historical exhibits. From Phoenix: 63 miles 
southeast.

Tubac Presidio State Historic Park is in Tubac off I-19. In 1752, 
the Spaniards established a presidio (fort) and mission in Tubac. The 
park encompasses the old presidio site and features a restored 1880 
schoolhouse, Indian and Spanish artifacts and an underground exhibit of 
the fort’s foundation. From Phoenix: 157 miles southeast. 

DESERT PARKS
Lost Dutchman State Park is at the base of the Superstition Mountains 
on AZ 88, also known as the Apache Trail. The park serves as a base for 
campers and hikers who are exploring the mountains – the site of the 
supposed Lost Dutchman’s Gold Mine. From Phoenix: 40 miles east.

Catalina State Park is at the base of the Catalina Mountains on US 77. 
With 5,493 acres, this park has campgrounds and picnic areas. A special 
birding trail for viewing over 150 species runs through the park. From 
Phoenix: 119 miles southeast. 

Picacho Peak State Park on I-10 is the site of Arizona’s only Civil War 
battle. There are picnic and camping facilities. From Phoenix: 75 miles south. 

STATE PARKS
WATER-BASED PARKS

Dead Horse Ranch State Park off US 89A is set in the 
Verde Valley. The park offers camping, picnicking, fishing and 
canoeing. From Phoenix: 105 miles north. 

Slide Rock State Park off US 89A is located in Oak 
Creek Canyon. A natural water slide provides plenty of 
entertainment. Picnicking, fishing and relaxing are favorite 
pastimes here. From Phoenix: 124 miles north. 

Buckskin Mountain State Park is in Parker on AZ 95 
and is on the Colorado River. Waterfront cabanas, tent sites 
and trailer areas are available at this popular park for water 
sports and fishing. Hiking trails wind into the Buckskin range 
and provide panoramic overlooks. From Phoenix: 167 miles 
northwest. 

Lake Havasu State Park is off AZ-95. Lake Havasu was 
formed by Parker Dam and is 45 miles long, offering plenty of 
space for all water sports. This state park offers campsites, 
some only accessible by boat, and fishing. The London 
Bridge is alive and well in Lake Havasu. From Phoenix: 195 
miles northwest.

Roper Lake State Park is one-half mile off US 191in 
Safford. Located at the foot of Mt. Graham, the park has 
camping and picnicking facilities. The lake is stocked 
seasonally and is off limits to gasoline powered boats. From 
Phoenix: 171 miles southeast.

Painted Rock Petroglyph Site is off I-8 on Rocky Point 
Road. Visitors can view an outstanding collection of rocks 
covered with ancient Indian writings known as petroglyphs. 
Both areas have campgrounds, shelters and picnic areas. 
From Phoenix: 94 miles southwest.

Lyman Lake State Park is off US 191 in St. Johns. A 
1,500-acre lake, at an elevation of 6,000 feet, offers boating, 
canoeing, swimming and fishing. Hiking, rock-hounding and 
camping are also popular activities. From Phoenix: 229 miles 
northeast. 

Patagonia Lake State Park is off AZ 82 and is situated in 
the hills of the Sonoita Creek area. The park features modern 
campsites and fishing – the lake is stocked with trout, but 
also has bass, bluegill, catfish and crappie. Visitors can enjoy 
swimming, a beach marina in addition to a launching ramp 
and boat rentals. From Phoenix: 185 miles southeast.

Alamo Lake State Park is on Alamo Road off US 60 at 
Wenden. This state park offers camping, swimming, boating, 
hiking, canoeing and bass fishing at this large reservoir set on 
4,900 acres. The park offers campsites, an RV lot, picnic area 
and two boat ramps. From Phoenix: 133 miles northwest.



Antique Gatherings

3601 E Indian School Rd., Phoenix 85018  |  602-956-8203

Several antique dealers have gathered under one roof to display their antiques and collectibles at this tasteful showplace 
of times gone by.

Arizona Center

455 E Van Buren St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-340-9772  |  arizonacenter.com

The Arizona Center is an open-air market of beautiful gardens and retail stores set in the heart of downtown Phoenix. 
Located within easy walking distance of all major downtown attractions, the Arizona Center’s four acres feature 
shopping, dining and entertainment options. Enjoy shopping at more than 30 stores, stroll along beautifully landscaped 
gardens and waterways, dine al fresco at a café or catch a quick bite to eat at a fast food establishment, or even catch
a movie at the 24 screen, stadium seating AMC Movie Complex.

Biltmore Fashion Park

24th Street and Camelback Rd., Phoenix 85016  |  602-955-8400  |  shopbiltmore.com

Lush and luxurious, Biltmore Fashion Park features one-of-a-kind shops amid the Old World elegance of striking 
storefronts, fountains and outdoor cafes. The Biltmore’s enchanting gardens make for a perfect place to meet and 
catch up with friends before beginning a relaxing afternoon of shopping. Major anchor stores are Macy’s, Gucci, and 
Saks Fifth Avenue, in addition to more than sixty stores and boutiques.

Brass Armadillo Antique Mall

12419 N 28th Dr., Phoenix 85029  |  602-942-0030  |  brassarmadillo.com

This antique mall features 39,000 square feet devoted solely to the collections of more than 600 antique dealers. 
Whether shopping or simply browsing, visitors to the Brass Armadillo will be amazed by the wide variety of goods 
featured here, ranging from furniture to toys, glassware to fine china, vintage jewelry and clothing to sports cards and 
memorabilia.

Antique Gatherings

3601 E Indian School Rd., Phoenix 85018  |  602-956-8203

Several antique dealers have gathered under one roof to display their antiques and  collectibles at this tasteful showplace 
of times gone by.

Arizona Center

455 E Van Buren St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-340-9772  |  arizonacenter.com

The Arizona Center is an open-air market of beautiful gardens and retail stores set in the heart of downtown Phoenix. 
Located within easy walking distance of all major downtown attractions, the Arizona Center’s four acres feature 
shopping, dining and entertainment options. Enjoy shopping at more than 30 stores, stroll along beautifully landscaped 
gardens and waterways, dine al fresco at a café or catch a quick bite to eat at a fast food establishment, or even catch 
a movie at the 24 screen, stadium seating AMC Movie Complex.

S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R S  &  M A L L S



Biltmore Fashion Park

24th Street and Camelback Rd., Phoenix 85016  |  602-955-8400  |  shopbiltmore.com

Lush and luxurious, Biltmore Fashion Park features one-of-a-kind shops amid the Old World elegance of striking storefronts, 
fountains and outdoor cafes. The Biltmore’s enchanting gardens make for a perfect place to meet and catch up with friends 
before beginning a relaxing afternoon of shopping. Major anchor stores are Macy’s, Gucci, and Saks Fifth Avenue, in 
addition to more than sixty stores and boutiques.

Brass Armadillo Antique Mall

12419 N 28th Dr., Phoenix 85029  |  602-942-003  |  brassarmadillo.com

This antique mall features 39,000 square feet devoted solely to the collections of more than 600 antique dealers Whether 
shopping or simply browsing, visitors to the Brass Armadillo will be amazed by the wide variety of goods featured here, 
ranging from furniture to toys, glassware to fine china, vintage jewelry and clothing to sports cards and memorabilia 

Camelback Colonnade

18th Street and Camelback Rd. Phoenix 85016  |  602-274-7642

The Colonnade is one of Phoenix’s oldest open-air shopping centers and has a loyal following of shoppers who remember 
coming here as children. Old Navy, Best Buy and Famous Footwear are featured stores here in addition to other stores 
featuring music, appliances, computers and more.

Cofco Chinese Cultural Center

668 N 44th St., Phoenix 85008  |  602-273-7268  |  phxchinatown.com

The Cofco Chinese Cultural Center offers a feast for the eyes with Chinese gardens, replicas of pagodas and beautiful 
landscaping, not to mention shopping delights such as traditional and difficult-to-find-anywhere-else Asian foods, gifts and 
a variety of western and traditional Chinese style clothing.

Desert Sky Mall

75th Ave. and Thomas Rd., Phoenix 85033  |  623-245-1404  |  desertskymall.com

Two courts featuring huge skylights give a light, airy atmosphere to this community mall located near the popular Cricket 
Pavilion. Department stores include Dillard’s and Sears as well as smaller stores, as well as a movie theater.

Metrocenter

Interstate 17 between Dunlap and, Peoria Ave., Phoenix 85021  |  602-944-0470  |  metrocentermall.com

Built in 1971, the Metrocenter has gone through several makeovers through the years to keep pace with current shopping 
trends. Today, with more than two million square feet of shopping space housing more than 200 shops, a food court and 
three departments stores, the Metrocenter is one of the largest shopping centers in the Valley of the Sun.

Outlets at Anthem

I-17 at Anthem Way, Phoenix 85086  |  623-465-9500  |  outletsanthem.com

Enjoy bargain hunting at this outlet mall featuring more than 90 stores and only 30 minutes from downtown Phoenix. 
Designer stores include Ann Taylor, Polo Ralph Lauren, Bose Factory Store, and more. A food court and playground allows 
everyone to take a well-deserved break before picking up the pace once more.

Phoenix Premium Outlets

4976 Premium Outlets Way, Chandler 85226  |  480-639-1766  |  premiumoutlets.com/outlet/phoenix

Phoenix Premium Outlets features extraordinary savings of 25% to 65% off exceptional brands including: Saks Fifth Avenue 
OFF 5th, Polo Ralph Lauren, Kate Spade New York, Coach, and Nike. With over 90 stores in one convenient location. 

Town and Country Shopping Center

Camelback Corridor at 20th and Camelback, Phoenix 85016  |  602-955-6850  |  townandcountryshops.com

A charming, open air Southwestern styled market invites exploration at the Town andCountry Shopping Center, located in 
thehart of the Camelback Corridor. More than 50 shops ranging from small and eclecticshops and mom and pop cafes to 
larger retailers and restaurants are set amidst courtyards and fountains.



EAST VALLEY
Arizona Mills Mall

5000 Arizona Mills Circle, Tempe 85282  |  480-491-7300  |  arizonamills.com

Arizona Mills is the state’s largest value and entertainment megamall, with more than 175 retail store and restaurants 
plotted out in a circular pattern and accessible with easy to walk on wooden floors. With outlet stores, theaters and 
events, the mall is designed around a two-thirds mile long racetrack. Anchor stores include Neiman Marcus and Off 
5th-Saks Fifth Avenue.

Superstition Springs Center

U.S. 69 and Power Rd., Mesa 85206  |  480-832-0212  |  superstitionsprings.com

One of the largest regional shopping centers in the East Valley, Superstition Springs Center features more than 150 
stores and assorted restaurants in its 1.3 million square feet of space. Anchor stores include Dillard’s, J.C. Penney, 
Macy’s and Sears. The mall also features an eight screen Super Saver Cinema. A beautiful carousel with thirty hand-
carved horses, a botanical garden and an amphitheater seating 1,500 for concerts and programs are also available. 
Children visiting the center love to wander through the Play Canyon and the Mining Camp

Fiesta Mall

Superstition Freeway and Alma School Rd, Mesa 85202  |  480-833-4121

With plenty of variety to suit any shopper’s needs, Fiesta Mall features more than 135 specialty stores arranged on two 
floors and with a food court and children’s play area. Anchor stores include Macy’s, Dillard’s and Sears.

Mill Avenue

Downtown Tempe, Tempe 85281  |  480-967-4877  |  downtowntempe.com

Galleries, craft shops, boutiques, and jewelry stores flourish along Mill Avenue in downtown Tempe, with its historic 
buildings and restaurants. College students from Arizona State University make Mill Avenue come alive on the weekends.

SOUTHEAST VALLEY
Chandler Fashion Center

Chandler Boulevard and Loop 101 Chandler 85226  |  480-812-8488  |  chandlermall.com

One of the newest kids on the block, Chandler Fashion Center is spread over 320 acres, and features more than 180 
shops and restaurants. Anchor stores include Nordstrom, Dillard’s and Macy’s, as well as small, boutiques. More than 
50 restaurants and cafes give ample dining choices, while the 20 screen theater makes for great “dinner and a movie” 
entertainment.

SanTan Village

Williams Field Rd and Loop 202, Gilbert 85295  |  480-282-9500  |  shopsantanvillage.com

Fresh and alive, SanTan Village is one of the newest shopping centers in the area, with 130 shops that include Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers, Macy’s, The Apple Store andOld Navy. Children should enjoy an outdoor stage with a flower mosaic 
pop-up water fountain and an interactive play area.

NORTHEAST VALLEY
The Borgata

Lincoln Dr. and Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 85253  |  602-953-6311  |  borgata.com

The 30 stores of this posh shopping paradise are all nestled within a replica of a 14th century Italian village. Choose 
from upscale children’s clothiers, jewelry store and high-end boutiques featuring the latest fashions, visit art galleries or 
dine at one of the Borgata’s exquisite restaurants.
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Kierland Commons

1520 South Kierland Blvd., Scottsdale 85254  |  480-348-1577  |  kierlandcommons.com

With a broad plaza and natural colored stone, Kierland Commons has been designed to look like the typical Main Street 
found in a traditional small town, but actually is quite forward thinking. This mixed-use development is the first urban 
village center built in the greater Phoenix area, featuring retail and restaurant spaces, as well as office developments.

Fifth Avenue

Downtown Scottsdale, Scottsdale 85251  |  downtownscottsdale.com

Also known as Old Town Scottsdale, Fifth Avenue is celebrated by both tourists and locals for its unique galleries 
selling artwork by Southwestern artists as well as its many boutiques and shops featuring goods and crafts that cannot 
be found anywhere else. Fifth Avenue actually includes much more than its namesake street – it also extends along 
Marshall Way, Stetson Drive, Third Avenue, Sixth Avenue and Craftmans Court. An open-air shopping area featuring 
a Southwestern-style garden is enchanting, with shaded walkways and lush landscaping. Plan to spend some time 
viewing outdoor sculptures, browsing through art galleries, checking out the menus of the different fine restaurants and 
leisurely exploring Fifth Avenue shops.

Scottsdale Pavilions

Pima and Indian Bend Roads, Scottsdale 85250  |  scottsdalepavilions.com

Operated on land owned by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, a  of store revenues goes to the tribe. The 
open air mall features a Target, as well as smaller retail stores and several restaurants. Entertainment options include 
catching a movie or a visit to Fiddlesticks Family Fun Park, located next to the mall.

El Pedregal at The Boulders

34505 North Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 85266  |  480-488-1072  |  elpedregal.com

El Pedregal is a shopping center nestled in among the rugged foothills of the Sonoran Desert. This colorful, two 
level retail center resembling an adobe village features upscale galleries, boutiques, restaurants and shops filled 
with artisan treasures, apparel, jewelry and more. The natural beauty of the area is enhanced with the addition of a 
courtyard,waterfalls, fountains and pools. A 300-seat amphitheater and the Heard Museum are also located here.

The Promenade

16427 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 85254  |  480-385-2820

Dubbed “The Gateway to Scottsdale,” The Promenade has become one of the Valley’s busiest shopping centers. The 
center’s one million square feet of space features specialty retailers, restaurants, and nationally recognized brands 
including the state’s first Great Indoors, Fox Sports Grill, Maggiano’s Little Italy, Benihana and Nordstrom Rack. 
Visitors to The Promenade will also find a 125-foot spire designed by world famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright at the 
intersection of Scottsdale Road and Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd.

WEST VALLEY
Arrowhead Towne Center

Bell Rd and 75th Ave., Glendale 85308  |  623-979-7720  |  arrowheadtownecenter.com

This comfortable and upscale shopping center serves the Northwest Valley with 170 top retailers and eateries, and 
features major anchor stores such as Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, and more. Restaurants and a food court, the AMC 14 
movie theatre and the close location to the Peoria Sports Complex provide dining and entertainment options.



From spunky upstart bistros to mom and pop eateries to classic haute cuisine dining, Phoenix is a virtual 
paradises waiting to be discovered. Arizona’s global cuisine allows diners to sip and sample the best of edible 
delights from around the world without ever leaving. Exotic fare and dishes from faraway Asia, the Pacific 
Rim, Europe, the Middle East are just a few of the choices on the menu. Those whose tastes run a little closer 
to home, will find plenty of places to choose from when searching for Sonoran, Mexican, barbecue or even 
home cooking like mama used to make. Look around, and find every imaginable fare, and even a few never 
thought of before. Get out and see what the fuss is all about in Phoenix and Tucson. Allow taste buds the 

opportunity to explore new culinary delights, and find new favorite dishes while savoring old favorites.

Arena Bar & Grill

6245 E Bell Rd # 101, Scottsdale, 85254  |  480-948-0008  |  arenasportsgrills.com

The Arena Sports Grill is a local, Scottsdale family oriented neighborhood restaurant that offers great food in a 
fun environment. From personal-sized pizza and wings, to steak, pasta & salads, the Arena offers something for 
everyone. The Arena has over 20 high-def televisions to watch all your favorite College & NFL Football Sports Teams. 
With a great selection of draft and bottle beer, off-track horse betting, pool tables and dart, you are guaranteed for 
a great time at The Arena Sports Grill.

Barrio Café

2814 N. 16th St., Phoenix 85006  |  602-636-0240  |  barriocafe.com

Chef Silvana Salcido Esparza’s take on exotic Mexican food has caught the attention of Phoenix diners at this cozy 
little eatery. This definitely is not your abuela’s home cooking: Esparza’s Mayan-inspired cuisine with influences from 
the Yucatan has created a menu worth investigating.

F O O D  &  R E S TA U R A N T S



Benihana

3025 W.Chandler Blvd., Chandler 85226  |  480-812-4701
16403 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale 85254  |  480-444-0068  |  benihana.net

Where else does dinner come with a show? Masterful chefs prepare your dinner right at the table in this traditional 
Japanese-style hibachi steakhouse. Diners can choose from a variety of fresh sushi and other Japanese favorites, 
while the chef performs his culinary art in a way that has to be seen to be believed.

Carolina’s Mexican Food

1202 E. Mohave, Phoenix 85034  |  602-252-1503

A landmark in South Central Phoenix, Carolina’s excellent tortillas are worth the trip alone. The plain atmosphere in this
place totally belies the fabulous foodie find that awaits inside, with delicious tamales, tacos and enchiladas. The salsa 
here is the real thing – made fresh daily, and residents here know to pick up a pound of chorizo to take home.

China Chili

3501 North Central Ave., Phoenix  | 602-266-4463

China Chili lives up to its name as it serves spicy Chinese that has won the hearts and the taste buds of Phoenix. 
While the spicy garlic eggplant is definitely a menu favorite, feel free to explore the rest of the menu featuring soups, 
meat and seafood dishes.

Cheesecake Factory

2502 E. Camelback Rd # 114, Phoenix 85016  | 602-778-6501  | thecheesecakefactory.com

The Cheesecake Factory serves so much more than just its world-famous cheesecake desserts. Diners can choose 
from a wide and varied menu that includes pizza, pastas, fish and seafood, steaks and salads. The Cheesecake 
Factory also hosts a delicious Sunday Brunch until 2 p.m. that includes such breakfast delights as Belgian Waffles 
and a Smoked Salmon Platter.

Eddie V’s Edgewater Grill

20715 N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale 85255  |  480-538-8468  | eddiev.com

Bringing together an award-winning combination of the freshest seafood, prime steaks and live music, Eddie V’s is 
sure to please. Specializing in Gulf Coast Cuisine, Eddie V’s is famous for their oysters, gulf snapper, fresh tuna, and 
lobster. Enjoy live music while you dine.

Farm & Craft

4302 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, 85251  |  480-568-8980  |  ilovefarmandcraft.com

Farm & Craft is focused on healthy andsustainable food in a community-style atmosphere. Think modern farm with a
contemporary twist. F&C boasts a seasonal “Wellness-Menu” featuring sustainable, gluten-free, organic, and 
hormone-free ingredients. Farm & Craft also features an indoor/outdoor bar with organic spirits, lead by signature 
“Cold Pressed Cocktails”, local beers and eclectic wines on tap. F&C’s juice program includes cold pressed juices, 
pressed juices & nourishing “Kombucha Drinks”. Don’t pass up this fun and modern restaurant in the heart of bustling 
Old Town Scottsdale.



Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar

905 N. 54th St., Chandler 85226  |  480-940-1900
20753 N. Pima Road, Building R, Scottsdale 85255  |  480-538-8000
9712 W. Northern Ave., Peoria 85345  |  623-772-9463
6333 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 85250  |  480-596-8265
flemingssteakhouse.com

Known for their cooked-to-perfection steaks, Fleming’s also offers a superb wine list, boasting more than 100 wines 
available by the glass, and another 100 available by the bottle. Wine lovers agree that an evening at Fleming’s leaves 
them feeling a little bit like kids in a candy store. The darkly elegant atmosphere makes Fleming’s the perfect place to 
linger over dessert and order an after-dinner cappuccino.

Fogo E Brasa

4909 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix 85028  |  480-783-6060  |  brazilianbullsteakhouse.com

Quickly becoming a favorite Phoenix destination, Fogo E Brasa is an authentic Southern Brazilian steakhouse that 
offers a pre-fixe menu. The menu includes an unlimited selection of more than 30 salads, vegetables and cheeses 
from around the world, several side dishes, as well as the main course: a wide selection of meat served tableside. In 
addition to exceptional food and service, the restaurant also serves its signature “Caipirinha,” a Brazilian cocktail made 
of sugarcane rum and lime.

Honey Bear’s

5012 E. Van Buren St., Phoenix 85005  |  602-273-9148
2824 N. Central Ave., Phoenix 85020  |  602-279-7911
7670 S. Priest Dr, Tempe 85284  |  480-222-2782
honeybearsbbq.com

For many in Phoenix, the words, “barbecue” and “Honey Bear’s” are synonymous. Specialties of the house include 
pork ribs, chicken, and hot-links with traditional tangy Tennessee-style barbecue sauce.

The Melting Pot

Multiple Locations
Ahwatukee, Arrowhead, Scottsdale, Tucson  |  meltingpot.com

Whether you’re celebrating a birthday, anniversary, a night out on the town or hosting a corporate event- The Melting 
Pot is the perfect celebration destination for any occasion! Guests enjoy different fondue cooking styles and a variety 
of unique entrees paired with dipping sauces that they can cook table-side. Savor every minute of your next +night out 
at The Melting Pot, where Arizona goes to celebrate!

MacAlpine’s Soda Fountain

2302 N. Seventh St., Phoenix 85006  |  602-262-5545

Go back in time with a visit to MacAlpine’s Soda Fountain, which has been serving up hamburgers, tuna sandwiches, 
homemade pie and cherry and vanilla cokes since 1928. The old-timey drugstore soda fountain and jukebox lend to 
the atmsosphere.
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Old Heidelberg Bakery and Euro Market

2210 E. Indian School Rd., Phoenix 85016  |  602-224-9877

For more than 30 years, the Old Heidelberg Bakery has been a local favorite, and with its recent move to a location 
closer to downtown, it’s more popular than ever. Find out why Phoenix loves to shop at this traditional German bakery 
for favorite sweets such as strudels, Danishes and cookies, as well as its excellent selection of specialty artisan bread. 
As a bonus, pick up a German language magazine or newspaper in the Euro Market to read while you munch.

Phoenix City Grill

5816 N. 16th St., Phoenix 85016  |  602-266-3001  |  phoenixcitygrille.com

Set in an adorable adobe building, the Phoenix City Grill offers up great American fare with a Southwestern flair. Try the
little appetizers, such as the pork carnitas, or go straight for the enticing entrees, such as the cedar plank salmon or 
the homestyle pot roast.

Pizzeria Bianco

623 E. Adams St., Phoenix 85004  |  602-258-8300

A wood-burning oven is the not-so-secret secret to Pizzeria Bianco’s pizza. Chef Chris Bianco’s Neapolitan-style pizza 
has earned rave reviews, as has his menu featuring salads and sandwiches. Expect to find a crowd here at this popular 
spot located in a historic downtown building in Heritage Square next to the Arizona Science.

Roy’s

7151 W. Ray Rd., Chandler 85226  |  480-705-7697
5350 E. Marriott Dr., Phoenix 85054  |  480-419-7697
7001 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 85258  |  480-905-1155

Brought to Arizona by Iron Chef Roy Yamaguchi, the founder of Roy’s restaurant chain, this large and yet somehow 
intimate restaurant serves Hawaiian fusion cuisine featuring a perfect mélange of European Pacific Rim and Hawaiian 
influences. Savor the difference that fresh ingredients can make, when seasoned with the bolder flavors of the Asian 
Pacific Rim and served with the sauces and textures of European cooking. Chefs in Roy’s kitchen have received 
special tutelage from the master himself, ensuring that every bite will be absolutely delectable. Pacific Rim and 
Hawaiian influences. Savor the difference that fresh ingredients can make, when seasoned with the bolder flavors 
of the Asian Pacific Rim and served with the sauces and textures of European cooking. Chefs in Roy’s kitchen have 
received special tutelage from the master himself, ensuring that every bite will be absolutely delectable.

Upper Crust Pizza

20235 N. Cave Creek Road # 111, Phoenix, 85024  |  602-923-2389  |  uppercrustwinebar.com

Upper Crust Pizza Patio & Wine Bar is a Phoenix hot spot whether you are considering a fun, casual dinner of pizza or 
an intimate evening out. Enjoy a fantastic plate of pasta paired with over 90 select bottles of wine in the patio, lounge, 
or bar. Upper Crust Pizza Patio & Wine Bar is also big on atmosphere with a hip interior of weathered, corrugated 
metal and exposed brick walls, as well as a comfortable patio complete with conversation piece fire pits and elegant 
lighting. Featuring a state-of-the-art audio / visual system with an impressive 27 large flat-panel TVs hung throughout 
the entire restaurant, you’re assured an entertaining culinary experience.

Vincent on Camelback

3930 E. Camelback Rd., Phoenix 85018  |  602-224-0225  |  vincentoncamelback.com

Chef Vincent Guerithault won the James Beard Foundatio’s “Best Chef Southwest” award and is perhaps the most 
well known and respected chef in Phoenix. He has now opened this small restaurant with an unpresumptuous exterior 
in east Phoenix. Step inside and find out what all the fuss is about, as typically Southwestern fare is prepared in classic 
French style. Try the duck tamales, or go for the wonderfully prepared lamb or wild boar. Don’t forget to order the Jack 
Daniels pecan pie for dessert.

Vincent’s Market Bistro

3930 E. Camelback Rd., Phoenix 85018  |  602-224-3727

Sample the excellent country French cuisine in the intimate, casual elegance of Chef Vincent Guerithault’s bistro-style 
restaurant with its little flower garden. Located just behind its larger sister restaurant, Vincent on Camelback, seating 
is limited in this smaller establishment to only 10 tables, but consider ordering your gourmet meal to go if Vincent’s 
happens to be a little busy.






